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Rying Back To Nature

AN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE USING HOMING PIGEONS

Basad on the docume-maries of fm Jeanner

EXCITING NEW EDUCATION INITIATIVE GIVES KIDS
A BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF WW1 & WW2

Launching today, an interactive educational project, Secret Messages, will
offer school children across the UK the opportunity to learn about the vital
and dangerous work that carrier pigeons undertook during the World
Wars. A collaboration between the Midlands National Flying Club and the
Royal Pigeon Racing Association, the project will teach children how to
write simple secret messages and demonstrate how pigeons carried
important messages during the wars

During World II, over a quarter of a million pigeons were donated by
British fanciers to help in the war effort. Once the war was over, pigeon
racing was resumed, however their contribution to the war effort did not
go unnoticed, with 32 of the 62 Dickin medals awarded to date going to
carrier pigeons.

The very first pigeon to win the Dickin medal was Royal Blue who won the
medal “for being the first pigeon in this war to deliver a message from a
forced landed aircraft on the continent while serving with the RAF in
October 1940”. Royal Blue was donated by the King, illustrating the Royal
families’ strong connection with pigeon racing since the late 1890's. To
this day, there is a loft at Sandringham and Her Majesty the Queen is now
a patron of the Royal Pigeon Racing Association.

British history has seen many patrons who strove to make our country a
better and safer place. However, many forget that the humbie homing
pigeon played an enormous role in emergencies during both the World
Wars and still give great benefits to fanciers today.






Donna Beard, who delivers the lessons to the school children said: “We
have had a really positive response to taking pigeons into schools in the
past, which is why we feel that the Secret Messages project will be of
great value to children and their teachers alike. Children enjoying
handling the birds and learning to write their own secret messages will
help to bring the importance of these birds’ contribution. What a great
tribute to all involved in WW1 and Ww2.”

Schools are able to apply to Flying Back to Nature for an experienced
handler to visit with a small team of homing pigeons. The Secret
Messages project is available to all children of all ages in the UK and is a
free service.

-Ends-

For all media enquiries or school visit enquires please
contact Peter Humphries from Flying Back to Nature

peter@humphries.com

secretmessages.org.uk or flyingbacktonature.com

Notes to editors:
< PigeonRacing UK & Ireland - www.pigeonracinguk.co.uk
< There are approximately 43,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK.

< The commercial impact of pigeon racing is significant to the UK and
EIRE economies and is estimated to contribute over £125,000.000 per
annum.

< Royal Pigeon Racing Association - http://www.rpra.org
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PIGEON RACING UNDER THREAT IN CUMBRIA

Today, there are around 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK, with an estimated
XXXX located in Cumbria. Pigeon racing continues to be a popular pastime
around the country, however in recent years the future of pigeon racing has
been threatened and numbers participating in the hobby has dropped
dramatically. The number of raptor attacks on racing pigeons by Sparrowhawks
and Peregrine Falcons are increasing, posing a threat to this traditional pastime.
As a result, the number of people involved with pigeon racing is declining rapidly
and the pastime could be extinct by 2030.

Last year, Fletcher Crellin, a pigeon fancier from North West Cumbria, suffered a
number of devastating losses to his flock, taking the shine off of his racing
season. Fletcher began exercising his adult pigeons in March last year, after they
had raised their broods, and by the end of the month had lost eight birds in
Peregrine Falcon attacks, but unfortunately, there was worse still to come. When
flying his birds on a 35 mile training exercise Fletcher suffered a horrendous loss
of 29 birds in one day.

Fletcher commented: “Attacks by Peregrine Falcons in the area are becoming
increasingly common and posing a serious threat to the sport as a whole. We
need to be able to protect our birds. We have tried speaking with local MP’s
about the problem, raising awareness in the media and with petitions, but unless
there is a fundamental change in the law there is little we can do to keep our
birds safe. We care for our birds like you would any other pet and it is awful to
see them injured or worse in an attack.”



)



< There are approximately 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK.

< The commercial impact of pigeon racing is significant to the UK and EIRE
economies and is estimated to contribute over £125,000.000 per annum.
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ARE UK'S CATHEDRALS INVOLVED IN PIGEON CONSPIRCY?

Today, there are around 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK. Pigeon racing
continues to be a popular pastime around the country, however in recent years
the future of pigeon racing has been threatened and numbers participating in the
hobby has dropped dramatically. The number of raptor attacks on racing pigeons
by Sparrowhawks and Peregrine Falcons are increasing, posing a threat to this
traditional pastime. As a result, the number of people involved with pigeon
racing is declining rapidly and the pastime could be extinct by 2030.

Steve Wright and his wife are professional racing pigeon breeders in Bodmin
Moor, Cornwall, where they sell pigeons to fanciers across the country. Steve
has been racing pigeons for half a century but recently decided to give up racing
after two Peregrine Falcons attacked his team of 50 training baby pigeons. The
baby pigeons were forced to fly into a telephone wire by the Peregrines, leaving
five dead, three injured and one taken by the Peregrines. He hasn't trained any
pigeons since.

Over the past few weeks, Steve has been trying to contact cathedrals across the
country, asking them to make a log of any pigeon rings that have been found in
manmade Peregrine boxes. Steve feels strongly that the pigeon fanciers of the
deceased pigeons should be contacted, which is one the purposes of ringing
these racing birds. After trying to make contact with Chichester Cathedral asking
if he could be given any rings found in the nest, he received no reply and after
his third attempt they blocked him from their website.






However, Steve has had some success with other cathedrals. After liaising with
Derby Cathedral, they have cooperated with Steve and have posted him the
rings which have been found in the nests. Steve is desperately trying to make
contact with as many cathedrals around the country as possible. He is
passionate about helping his fellow pigeon fanciers to discover what has
happened to their missing racing pigeons.

Racing pigeons form close bonds with their owners and the birds offer company,
affection, comfort and, above all, fun. Pigeon fanciers treat their birds as pets,
looking after them with great care. The birds are the only domestic animal to
enjoy complete freedom on a daily basis and naturally compete and race every
time they are released from their lofts. Consequently, attacks by predatory birds
can greatly affect pigeon fanciers.

These humble birds have served Britain for generations, whether it's been for
emergencies in the war, as a successful racing pigeon or as a pet, the homing
pigeon should be seen as birds with many talents and treasured for the
foreseeable future.

Lee Fribbins, representative of Pigeon Racing UK and Ireland, commented: “It is
important that the tradition of pigeon racing is kept alive in the UK. This is why it
Is so important to have the cooperation of other people, helping us to track any
pigeons which may have gone missing or are deceased. We want to encourage
more people to take up the hobby, whilst lobbying for the protection of our birds
to safeguard the tradition for future generations.”

Sign the petition here:

https://www.change.org/p/pigeon-fanciers-we-need-you-to-help-change-the-
law-to-protect-our-pigeons







- Ends -

For all media enquiries or to organise an interview with Steve, please contact
Jade Bolton or Megan House

at Voice Communications

01206 332 110 / jade@voicecommunications.co.uk or

megan@voicecommunications.co.uk

Notes to editors:

< PigeonRacing UK & Ireland - www.pigeonracinguk.co.uk

< There are approximately 43,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK.

< The commercial impact of pigeon racing is significant to the UK and EIRE
economies and is estimated to contribute over £125,000.000 per annum.
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PIGEON FANCIERS CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT THEIR BIRDS FROM
DEADLY ATTACKS

With over 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK alone, pigeon racing is an
important and remarkable part of the country’s heritage. Not only do
these birds compete in extraordinary races across land and sea, they also
played a pivotal role in both World Wars. However, this important
historical past time is now facing a serious threat from predatory birds
known as ‘raptors’.

Attacks on racing pigeons from raptors such as the Peregrine Falcon and
Sparrowhawk can be devastating and they often result in a number of
birds being injured or fatally wounded. This is extremely distressing for
pigeon fanciers who treat their pigeons as pets. These attacks are
becoming increasingly common across the UK as a result of the protected
status of many raptors, yet pigeon fanciers are currently unable to protect
their lofts from predatory raptors.

The Raptor Alliance is lobbying for a change in the law that will aliow
pigeon fanciers in the UK to protect their racing birds from attacks. In a
revision of the 1981 Wildlife Act, The Law Commission has recommended
changes to the law that will enable individual pigeon fanciers to make
license applications to relocate problem raptors. The Law Commission has
taken note of the issue and their revision of the act includes all of the
Raptor Alliance’s recommendations.






Stewart Wardrop, representative of the Raptor Alliance, commented, “We
are delighted that The Law Commission has listened to our
recommendations for the protection of racing pigeons, but there is still a
very long way to go. Together The Raptor Alliance and its members have
begun lobbying MP’s and prospective parliamentary candidates to raise
awareness of the threat facing the sport of pigeon racing on a national

level.”

The Raptor Alliance has launched an online petition - to sign this, please
visit:
www.change.org/p/pigeon-fanciers-we-need-you-to-help-change-the-law-

to-protect-our-pigeons

- Ends ~
For all media enquiries or to arrange an interview with Stewart Wardop,
please contact Jade Bolton or Meg House at Voice Communications
01206 332 110

jade@voicecommunications.co.uk / megan@voicecommunications.co.uk

To contact Pigeon Racing UK and Ireland directly, please contact:

raptoralliance@btconnect.com

Notes to editors:

< Pigeon Racing UK & Ireland — www.pigeonracinguk.co.uk

< Find Pigeon Racing UK and Ireland on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/pages/Pigeon-Racing-UK-
Ireland/622965634426077 ref=ts&fref=ts

< There are approximately 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK.






< The commercial impact of pigeon racing is significant to the UK and
EIRE economies and is estimated to contribute over £125,000.000 per
annum.
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HOW CAN YOU REPRESENT THE SPORT OF PIGEON RACING

As the new racing season is under way, Pigeon Racing UK & Ireland and the Raptor
Alliance have just issued a statement regarding how pigeon fanciers should handle
questions from activist organisations and the media.

With increased media coverage of the Raptor Alliance’s lobbying campaign, it is
possible that you may receive negative attention and/or be asked questions about
the raptor problems pigeon fanciers are facing. It is important that you always
remember that you are representing the sport of pigeon racing. If you have any
concerns regarding activity that you may suspect is not what it purports to be,
please refer it to your Union’s Press Officer or Secretary, or to Voice Communications
(PR agency for the Raptor Alliance).

Please find below some information issued by Pigeon Racing UK & Ireland
and the Raptor Alliance. If you do receive an enquiry of this nature, please
remember the following:

e Do not be tempted to engage in conversation - instead explain that their

enquiry is better handled by the Press Office for your respective Union or
Pigeon Racing UK & Ireland

e Ask politely for their name in full

e Ask politely what it is they want to know

e If it is a journalist, ask the name of the publication or media title they are
working for. In addition, ask if they have a deadline by which they need a
response

e Obtain an email address and direct contact number

e Tell them that you will pass on this information straight away and they can
expect to be contacted by the Press Officer for your Union shortly
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Important:

As a representative of pigeon racing, you need to be seen as being proactive and
helpful in any instances of genuine public or media enquiry. There are many such
enquiries at the moment, covering the story of lobbying in support of the Law
Commission’s proposal to change the law.

Contact details:

Contact details for all the Racing Pigeon Unions can be found at -

www.pigeonracinguk.co.uk

If you have contact with any media outlet, please contact Jade or Jess at
Voice Communications:

Tel : 01206 332110

Email: jade@voicecommunications.co.uk / jessica@voicecommunications.co.uk
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PIGEON FANCIERS FACE CONSTANT ATTACKS FROM HAWKS IN THE
WEST MIDLANDS

Today, there are around 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK. Pigeon racing
continues to be a popular pastime around the country, however in recent years
the future of pigeon racing has been threatened and numbers participating in the
hobby has dropped dramatically. The number of raptor attacks on racing pigeons
by Sparrowhawks and Peregrine Falcons are increasing, posing a threat to this
traditional pastime. As a result, the number of people involved with pigeon
racing is declining rapidly and the pastime could be extinct by 2030.

Joseph Milland has been racing pigeons in the West Midlands since 1967 and
over the past 10 years he has seen an increase in Sparrowhawks and Peregrine
Falcons. Joseph has issues with predatory birds every time he races and trains
his pigeons, from injuries, to his pigeons being eaten alive by the hawks. He
currently has three resident Peregrines living near his house which has led to 14
of his young pigeons going missing within a two week period. Some of his other
birds which manage to get back after an attack have suffered injuries, leaving
one with a broken wing.

Joseph has made many changes to his training, including the times he takes out
his birds and the size of groups which he trains. However this hasn't decreased
attacks, and Joseph even sometimes sees Sparrowhawks try and take the young
from the pen in his garden.

Joseph comments; "There used to be nine pigeon fanciers on this estate and
now there is only myself and one other pigeon fancier. Everyone else has been
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disheartened by the increase of attacks and they have since given up the sport.
It's heart breaking spending all your time on raising your pigeons for them to be
constantly attacked and stalked by resident hawks."

Racing pigeons form close bonds with their owners and the birds offer company,
affection, comfort and, above all, fun. Pigeon fanciers treat their birds as pets,
looking after them with great care. The birds are the only domestic animal to
enjoy complete freedom on a daily basis and naturally compete and race every
time they are released from their lofts. Consequently, attacks by predatory birds
can greatly affect pigeon fanciers.

These humble birds have served Britain for generations, whether it's been for
emergencies in the war, as a successful racing pigeon or as a pet, the homing
pigeon should be seen as birds with many talents and treasured for the
foreseeable future.

Lee Fribbins, representative of Pigeon Racing UK and Ireland, commented: “It is
important that the tradition of pigeon racing is kept alive in the UK. This is why it
is so important to have the cooperation of other people, helping us to track any
pigeons which may have gone missing or are deceased. We want to encourage
more people to take up the hobby, whilst lobbying for the protection of our birds
to safeguard the tradition for future generations.”

Sign the petition here:

https://www.change.ora/p/pigeon-fanciers-we-need-you-to-help-change-the-
law-to-protect-our-pigeons

- Ends -

For all media enquiries or to organise an interview with Joseph, please contact
Jade Bolton or Megan House






at Voice Communications

01206 332 110 / jade@voicecommunications.co.uk or

megan@voicecommunications.co.uk

Notes to editors:

< PigeonRacing UK & Ireland - www.pigeonracinguk.co.uk

< There are approximately 43,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK.

< The commercial impact of pigeon racing is significant to the UK and EIRE
economies and is estimated to contribute over £125,000.000 per annum.
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FREQUENT PROBLEMS WITH HAWKS ATTACKING RACING PIGEONS IN
SOMERSET

Today, there are around 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK. Pigeon racing
continues to be a popular pastime around the country, however in recent years
the future of pigeon racing has been threatened and numbers participating in the
hobby has dropped dramatically. The number of raptor attacks on racing pigeons
by Sparrowhawks and Peregrine Falcons are increasing, posing a threat to this
traditional pastime. As a result, the number of people involved with pigeon
racing is declining rapidly and the pastime could be extinct by 2030.

Tom Sherwood has been racing pigeons for 40 years and over the past decade
has found the increase in Sparrowhawks and Peregrine Falcons disheartening.
Sparrowhawks start to appear around mid March and this increase in hawks
results in attacks in one in every three tosses. His pigeons are either badly
injured or killed. Tom has now begun to train his pigeons differently to prevent
attacks and only trains them in small groups. He's even changed training routes,
but the attacks still affect him.

Since moving to Somerset 11 years ago Tom has also seen a decline in song
birds in and around his garden and he believes the Sparrowhawks are the reason
for this. Tom has noticed that the resident Sparrowhawks, which nest in the
woodland behind his house are constantly flying in and out of their nests,
feeding their young various species of birds. Before he moved to Somerset, Tom
lived in Buckinghamshire where he had very few problems with hawks.
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Tom comments; "Last year I seriously began to think about leaving the sport as
I became disheartened after having my pigeons constantly attacked. When
pigeons fly back to you injured it can sometimes be worse than them dying.
Recently I had a champion pigeon injured and when he finally found his way
back there were only two feathers left in his tail. It's heart breaking seeing your
animals in this state on a regular basis."

Racing pigeons form close bonds with their owners and the birds offer company,
affection, comfort and, above all, fun. Pigeon fanciers treat their birds as pets,
looking after them with great care. The birds are the only domestic animal to
enjoy complete freedom on a daily basis and naturally compete and race every
time they are released from their lofts. Consequently, attacks by predatory birds
can greatly affect pigeon fanciers.

These humble birds have served Britain for generations, whether it's been for
emergencies in the war, as a successful racing pigeon or as a pet, the homing
pigeon should be seen as birds with many talents and treasured for the
foreseeable future.

Lee Fribbins, representative of Pigeon Racing UK and Ireland, commented: “It is
important that the tradition of pigeon racing is kept alive in the UK. This is why it
is so important to have the cooperation of other people, helping us to track any
pigeons which may have gone missing or are deceased. We want to encourage
more people to take up the hobby, whilst lobbying for the protection of our birds
to safeguard the tradition for future generations.”

Sign the petition here:

law-to-protect-our-pigeons
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- Ends -

For all media enquiries or to organise an interview with Tom, please contact Jade
Bolton or Megan House

at Voice Communications
01206 332 110 / jade@voicecommunications.co.uk or

megan@voicecommunications.co.uk

Notes to editors:

< PigeonRacing UK & Ireland - www.pigeonracinguk.co.uk

< There are approximately 43,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK.

< The commercial impact of pigeon racing is significant to the UK and EIRE
economies and is estimated to contribute over £125,000.000 per annum.
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SHROPSHIRE PIGEON FANCIERS DEVISTATED BY CONSTANT HAWK
ATTACKS

Today, there are around 42,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK. Pigeon racing
continues to be a popular pastime around the country, however in recent years
the future of pigeon racing has been threatened and numbers participating in the
hobby has dropped dramatically. The number of raptor attacks on racing pigeons
by Sparrowhawks and Peregrine Falcons are increasing, posing a threat to this
traditional pastime. As a result, the number of people involved with pigeon
racing is declining rapidly and the pastime could be extinct by 2030.

Darren Williams from Cleobury Mortimer, has been racing pigeons in South
Shropshire for 40 years and over the past decade has seen a dramatic increase
in Peregrine Falcons. Darren's son also helps train and race their pigeons and
recently on a 20 mile training session two of their best birds were killed, one of
which was his 15 year old sons favourite bird - this pigeon had won two races
and was top of the federation. Darren's son has been saddened and
disheartened by this attack and due to the high level of raptor attacks while

training and racing their pigeons.

There are three quarries in the area where Darren and his son live, they face
constant attacks from Peregrine Falcons almost every time they train. At the
beginning of the year Darren and his son started racing 24 birds and they now
only have nine left, most of them were lost during training. This has devastated
both Darren and his son, as they witness their birds being eaten alive frequently.
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Darren comments; "I know many people from across the country who have left
the sport due to the high level of attacks. It is soul destroying to see your birds
being constantly attacked and injured, I think if this continues to happen we will
see the sport coming to an end."”

Racing pigeons form close bonds with their owners and the birds offer company,
affection, comfort and, above all, fun. Pigeon fanciers treat their birds as pets,
looking after them with great care. The birds are the only domestic animal to
enjoy complete freedom on a daily basis and naturally compete and race every
time they are released from their lofts. Consequently, attacks by predatory birds
can greatly affect pigeon fanciers.

These humble birds have served Britain for generations, whether it's been for
emergencies in the war, as a successful racing pigeon or as a pet, the homing
pigeon should be seen as birds with many talents and treasured for the
foreseeable future.

Lee Fribbins, representative of Pigeon Racing UK and Ireland, commented: "It is
important that the tradition of pigeon racing is kept alive in the UK. This is why it
is so important to have the cooperation of other people, helping us to track any
pigeons which may have gone missing or are deceased. We want to encourage
more people to take up the hobby, whilst lobbying for the protection of our birds
to safeguard the tradition for future generations.”

Sign the petition here:

law-to-protect-our-pigeons

- Ends -

For all media enquiries or to organise an interview with Darren, please contact
Jade Bolton or Megan House






at Voice Communications

01206 332 110 / jade@voicecommunications.co.uk or

megan@voicecommunications.co.uk

Notes to editors:

< PigeonRacing UK & Ireland - www.pigeonracinguk.co.uk

< There are approximately 43,000 pigeon fanciers in the UK.

< The commercial impact of pigeon racing is significant to the UK and EIRE
economies and is estimated to contribute over £125,000.000 per annum.
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From: *Stephen Rickett racing123@btconnect.com
Subject: Fwd: Peregrines and birds of prey
Date: 21 April 2015 13:47
To: Lee Fribbins leetribbins@btconnect.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Tyerman <johntyerman@yahoo.co.uk>
Subject: Fw: Peregrines and birds of prey

Date: 21 April 2015 11:01:43 BST

To: "racing123btconnect.com" <racing123 @btconnect.com>
Reply-To: John Tyerman <johntyerman @yahoo.co.uk>

Hi Lee,
Congratulations to you both on the new arrival.

I am sending you a copy of a letter I sent to a Mr Rosekilly of the RSPB. It is self
explanatory and just for your info. as I know you are still involved with the Raptor
Alliance.

Regards,
John.

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: John Tyerman <johntyerman@yahao.co.uk>

To: "nick.rosekilly@rspb.org.uk" <nick.rosekilly@rspb.org.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, 21 April 2015, 10:49
Subject: Peregrines and birds of prey

Dear Mr Rosekilly,

As a member of the Bognor and Chichester Racing pigeon Club I have
recently been forwarded a copy of correspondence you sent to Steve and Lesley
Wright in response to their questions concerning the artificial peregrine nesting site
on Chichester Cathedral. This nest box supplied and monitored by the RSPB must
surely contain some evidence in the form of registered pigeon rings - even I have
seen previous film footage of pigeons being eaten at this nest by the young
peregrines.  You seem quite reluctant to divulge the true facts to Steve and
Lesley, but as a retired Police Officer let me assure you that in the past 5 years,
this resident pair have been responsible for killing hundreds of birds in this area,
including many racing pigeons owned by our Club members. The former
Chichester RPRA race liberation site was closed due to the persistent attacks by
the local peregrines from the Cathedral. Indeed it has previously been reported
in the local press that a member of the public had been hit by a dead bird dropped
from the Cathedral peregrine nest when the young were squabbling over it.

Two of our Club members reside within the City and their racing pigeons are
so terrified they will not leave the lofts, due to constantly being attacked by this
particular pair of peregrines, (or their young) and on race days our Federation
birds run the gauntlet as they pass near the city. I reside some four miles away
but last week saw one of my old favourites plucked from the sky by a peregrine
and would strongly suspect it was one of the pair from Chichester Cathedral. In
the past two weeks I have had four injured, some with missing tail feathers, a sure
sign that a peregrine has made an unsuccessful attempt to catch them, plus
others injured when they fly into trees in terror whilst trying to escape. Yesterday
I put 5 stitches in one of my birds and thankfully he will survive. I have also on
a previous occasion personally witnessed 40 of my birds being attacked in a
double peregrine strike and diving into trees in terror to escape. I watched in
horror and felt so helnless - T lost 8 that dav and four were so hadlv iniured thev
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I could of course go on outlining a catalogue of countless predatory
falcon attacks locally and Nationally, but I am sure you are already well aware of
the dreadful losses even to the small bird population on a massive scale. I have
seen statistics that state there are some 20,000 breeding pairs of sparrowhawks
alone in the UK and it is reported that they need to kill 3 small birds each day to
survive - so by my calculation that is 120,00 a day being killed by these cannibal
predators. How on earth can the RSPB expect to justify and sustain any
credible support for this kind of mass killing of our songbird population. There
most certainly needs to be some form of serious control over the breeding of so
many predators and a good argument for the RSPB to stop providing artificial
breeding sites as a means of exercising some control over at least the peregrine
population.

You are probably aware that any Racing Pigeons carrying an official Union ring
are deemed to be classed as 'property’ under the Theft Act, and Criminal Damage
Act and and anyone caught stealing, shooting or injuring them can be prosecuted.
The rings, even from dead birds, remain the property of the registered owner.
Can you confirm that the RSPB do in fact send any rings collected from peregrine
nesting sites back to our respective Unions, to allow the owners to at least know
the fate of their birds?

Surely the RSPB must be aware that there is a grave imbalance created when
artificial nesting sites are supplied to the many locations over the UK - this is not
natural and we need sensible legislation to protect our song bird population and
the mass annual killing of our beloved racing pigeons. In my capacity as the
President of the British International Championship Club (BICC) I learn almost
daily of the vast number of attacks on our members birds - surely even they are
entitled to some form of protection in the eyes of the RSPB.

Yours sincerely,
John Tyerman (BICC President)






Oian

Sharon Axling

From: Lesley Wright <lesleycwright@googlemail.com>
Sent: 27 April 2015 19:28

To: Sharon Ayling

Subject: Fwd: Peregrines at Truro Cathedral

Hi Sharon here is the email I have had back from Truro Cathedral. Regards Steve, The House of Aarden
---------- Forwarded message -----—---

From: Peter Kent <peter.kent@cornwallwildlifetrust.org. uk>

Date: Mon, Apr 27,2015 at 2:11 PM

Subject: Peregrines at Truro Cathedral

To: "lesleycwright@googlemail.com" <lesleycwright@googlemail. com>

Cc: John Rance <john.rance@cornwallwildlifetrust.org. uk>

Dear Mr Wright

lohn Rance from the Wildlife Information Service has asked me to contact you with regards to your
2nquiry about Peregrines at Truro Cathedral as | have some knowledge of this subject.

Whilst there is plenty of anecdotal evidence to suggest that Peregrines once nested on the cathedral
tower the consensus from local wildlife organisations and the cathedral authorities is that they haven't
bred at the site for some time and probably not since restoration work took place on the tower in the
2000s. Peregrine are occasionally seen in the area but when | visited the tower last spring there was no
evidence of their presence, such as the remains of prey items or droppings. | can confirm that currently
there is no nest box or ledge on the tower and, to my knowledge, hasn't been for many years, if ever.

Regards
Peter

Peter Kent
East Cornwall Reserves Manager

T: 07866 430086

E peter.kent@cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk

Website: www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk
Faceboolc www.facebook.com/CornwallWildlife

Twitter: www.twitter.com/CornwallNature
Address: Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Five Acres, Allet, Truro, Cornwall, TR4 9DJ (Registered office)

We have over 17,000 members who are protecting Cornwall's wildlife and wild places, you
can join us today at www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uldjoin

Registered Charity Number: 214929. Company Registration Number: 7325[ |. VAT Registration Number:
557 3030 53.
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THE ROYAL PIGEON RACING ASSOCIATION
Patron : Her Majesty the Queen

Affiliated to the Federation Colombephile Internationale

Reddings House Tel 01452 713529
The Reddings Fax 01452 857119
Near Cheltenham

Gloucestershire gm@rpra.org
GL51 6RN WWW.IPIa.Org

Mr Kevin Cumberland
15 Church Lane
Wighill

Nr Tadcaster

North Yorks

LS24 8BG

01* June 2015
Dear Mr Cumberland,
Thank you for your recent letter and enclosed newspaper article.

| must disagree that all you read about is “talk and talk” as hopefully you will have
seen the Raptor alliance updates in both the BHW and RP along with the substantial
amount of press coverage we have been getting about this issue in the national
press and on radio. There is more planned to follow shortly.

| have forwarded the newspaper article to the Raptor Alliance secretary who will use
it in our press pack which we use to “inform” our contacts within the now large
contact group we have built up supporting our campaign to manage raptor numbers
in a responsible manner. All of this press activity is stored on the raptor alliance
website — and now runs to some 5 volumes of information — over 400 articles.

Whilst it remains a long and difficult task we have made some real and significant
progress over the past 30 months or so - all for the cost of £1 per member per year -
there’s value for you!

We now await the Law commission revision of the Wildlife act with bated breath; a
decision will hopefully be forthcoming after the May 2015 General election. This will
be the key change in the law we have all been seeking so at last we can, at last, apply
for a licence to remove problem raptors|

You can do your bit and help by going to see your local MP. Go and tell him/her
about the plight of racing pigeons and that you hope he will support the law

commission review of the 1981 act that will finally give some protection. | have
enclosed a briefing card that will help in any future meeting with your local MP!

Correspondence should be addressed to the General Manager






Once again thank you for your comments and please pass on the good news that
something real and substantive is actually being done to all your members.

Yours faithfully,

CC — Mrs Sharon Ayling — Raptor Alliance Secretary.
CC — David Higgins — Reg Sec — North East Region.
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Birds of Prey and how to cope.

Sparrowhawk

Female capturing Starling Male

The Eurasian Sparrow hawk also known as the Northern Sparrow hawk or simply the
Sparrow hawk, is a small bird of prey in the family Accipitridae. Adult male Furasian
Sparrow hawks have bluish grey upperparts and orange-barred underparts; females and
juveniles are brown above with brown barring below. The female is up to 25% larger than the
male — one of the largest differences between the sexes in any bird species. Though it is a
predator which specialises in catching woodland birds, the Eurasian Sparrow hawk can be
found in any habitat and often hunts garden birds in towns and cities. Males tend to take
smaller birds, including tits, finches, and sparrows; females catch primarily thrushes and
starlings, but are capable of killing birds weighing 500 grams (18 oz) or more.

The Eurasian Sparrow hawk is found throughout the temperate and subtropical parts of the
Old World; while birds from the northern parts of the range migrate south for winter, their
southern counterparts remain resident or make dispersive movements. Eurasian Sparrow
hawks breed in suitable woodland of any type, with the nest, measuring up to 60 cm (2.0 ft)
across, built using twigs in a tree. Four or five pale blue, brown-spotted eggs are laid; the
success of the breeding attempt is dependent on the female maintaining a high weight while
the male brings her food. The chicks hatch after 33 days and fledge after 24 to 28 days.

The probability of a juvenile surviving its first year is 34%, with 69% of adults surviving
from one year to the next. Mortality in young males is greater than that of young females and
the typical lifespan is four years. This species is now one of the commonest birds of prey
in Europe, although the population crashed after the Second World War. Organochlorine
insecticides used to treat seeds before sowing built up in the bird population and the
concentrations in Eurasian Sparrow hawks were enough to kill some outright and incapacitate
others; affected birds laid eggs with fragile shells which broke during incubation. However,
its population recovered after the chemicals were banned, and it is now relatively common,
classified as being of Least Concern by BirdLife International.







The Eurasian Sparrowhawk's hunting behaviour has brought it into conflict with humans for
hundreds of years, particularly racing pigeon owners and people rearing poultry and
gamebirds. It has also been blamed for decreases in passerine populations; scientific research
has found no link between increased numbers of Eurasian Sparrowhawks and declines
in some farmland and woodland birds after World War IL. Studies of racing pigeon
deaths found that Eurasian Sparrowhawks were responsible for less than 1%. Falconers have
utilised the Eurasian Sparrowhawk since at least the 16th century; although the species has a
reputation for being difficult to train, it is also praised for its courage.

A juvenile with a kill. Larger birds such as Common Wood Pigeons are more often killed by
the larger female Eurasian Sparrowhawks; males usually hunt smaller prey.

The Eurasian Sparrowhawk is a small bird of prey with short, broad wings and a long tail,
both adaptations to manoeuvring through trees. Females can be up to 25% larger than males'®!
and weigh up to twice as much.!"®! When females are larger than males, it is known as reverse
sexual dimorphism; this is unusual in higher vertebrates but typical in birds of prey,!"™ and
most marked in birds of prey which hunt birds.!'®!

The adult male is 29-34 cm (11-13 in) long, with a wingspan of 59-64 cm (23-25 in)"®! and a
mass of 110-196 g (3.9-6.9 0z).'” He has slate-grey upperparts (sometimes tending to
bluish), with finely red-barred underparts, which can look plain orange from a distance; his
irides are orange-yellow or orange-red. The female is much larger at 35-41 cm (14-16 in?
long, with a wingspan of 67-80 cm (26-31 in),™ and a mass of 185-342 g (6.5-12.1 0z)."?
She has dark brown or greyish-brown upperparts, and brown-barred underparts, and bright
yellow to orange irides. The juvenile is warm brown above, with rusty fringes to the
upperparts; and coarsely barred or spotted brown below, with pale yellow eyes;!'*! its throat
has dark streaks and lacks a mesial (midline) stripe.!"*!

The peregrine

The peregrine is a large and powerful falcon. It has long, broad, pointed wings and a
relatively short tail. It is blue-grey above, with a blackish top of the head and an obvious
black 'moustache’ that contrasts with its white face. Its breast is finely spotted. It is swift and
agile in flight, chasing prey. The strongholds of the breeding birds in the UK are the uplands






of the north and west and rocky seacoasts. Peregrines have suffered illegal killing from
gamekeepers and landowners, and been a target for egg collectors, but better legal protection
and control of pesticides (which indirectly poisoned birds) have helped the population to
recover considerably from a low in the 1960s. Some birds, particularly females and juveniles,
move away from the uplands in autumn.

Found along rocky seacliffs and the uplands of the UK are both good places in the breeding season. East
coast marshes where there are large gatherings of birds can be a good place in the winter. There are Date
with nature events across the UK where you can watch the birds during the breeding season.

RESIDENT @ PASSAGE
iR @ WINTER

Most of the brooding and feeding of small young is carried out by the female, while the male hunts to
supply the food.

Peregrines are territorial, with each territory containing one or more nest sites. The territories are well-
spaced, and their size is determined by the abundance of food.

The nest site, known as an eyrie, is usually on a grassy or earthen cliff-ledge, quarry or other inaccessible
undisturbed location. Buildings and other constructions are increasingly being used. Old nests of other
species such as ravens are used elsewhere in the world, but rarely in the UK.

The nest itselt is a slight scrape in earth or old debris on the nest ledge. No material is brought in to build a
nest. The female forms the scrape using her chest and legs.

The female normally lays a clutch of three or four eggs in late March or April at 2-3 day intervals. Both
birds share the incubation, which begins with the last or penultimate egg, and takes 29-32 days per egg.

The chicks hatch over a period of a couple of days, and have smaller size differences than chicks of most
rapior species. Most of the brooding and feeding of small young is carried out by the female, while the
male hunts to supply the food. After the first couple of weeks, the female shares the hunting.

The young fledge at 35-42 days, and are independent two or more months later. During this time, the adult
peregrines teach the young to hunt and handle prey in flight. Less than a third of peregrines reach breeding
age. Those that do can expect to live 5-6 years. The oldest known peregrine was over 16 years old.






This ubiguitous faicon ranges from tropical forests to semi-desert to high Arctic, and from
mourtains down to sea level.

It requires extensive open terrain for hunting. The precise type of surface habitat is less important than
availability of suitable prey.

Suitable nesting sites restrict peregrines to areas where cliff-ledges, quarry faces, crags, or sea-cliffs are
available. Recently, they have started to use man-made constructions, especially tall buildings. Tree
nesting occurs oniy rarely in the UK.

The peregrine feeds primarily on birds, which it catches in flight. It spots the prey at distance and, once
posiiionec correctly, it stoops at speeds of up to 180 kph for the catch. To enable the bird to breathe at this
speed, it has special baffles in its nostrils, which control breathing.

The high-speed stoop means that the peregrine must catch its prey on the wing to avoid injuring itself on
impact. Despite iis speed and agility, the peregrine is not always successful — many stoops fail to secure
prey. Sometimes, if a surprise attack is possible at lower speeds, it snatches prey from a perch or the
ground. Little of the kill is wasted - usually all that is left are the intestines and the breastbone with the
feathered wings.

Feral pigeons are favourite prey wherever they are freely available, though a wide range of birds are
taken, ranging in size from goldcrest to grey heron. The larger females take larger prey than males. This
generalist diet allows peregrines to exist wherever there are good mixed bird populations. They sometimes
take mammels, and there are records of occasional amphibians, lizards and large insects.

Legal status

The peregrine is afforded the highest degree of legal protection under Schedule 1 of the
Wiidlife and Countryside Act 1981.

It is an offence to intentionally take, injure or kill a peregrine or to take, damage or destroy its nest,
eggs or young. It is also an offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb the birds close to their nest
during the breeding season. Violation of the law can attract fines up to £5,000 per offence and/or a
prison sentence of up to six months.

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 widens this protection and provides additional






protection for the peregrine in Scotland.

Around 20% of the European peregrine population breeds in the UK and we therefore have an
international responsibility to conserve this species.

The RSPB believes that the highest level of protection is essential to the conservation of the peregrine,
which remains comparatively rare, and is extremely vulnerable to human activities (including
continued illegal persecution). Once the peregrine population declines, it takes many years to recover.
The peregrine is a valuable indicator species of the health of the environment, but only if its numbers
are not kept artificially low.

RSPB believes some pigeon fanciers and their organisations have called for birds of prey, particularly
sparrow hawks and peregrines, to be removed or killed to protect their interests. These calls continue
despite the results of scientific studies, which clearly and consistently conclude that removal or lethal
control is not justified.

Any change in the law to protect racing pigeons at the expense of protected birds of prey is resisted by the
RSPB. There is no scientific justification for suggesting that the killing or removal of birds of prey is an
appropriate, proportionate response to this issue.

The RSPB believes that pigeon owners must accept there are some natural risks in the environment into
which they choose to deliberately release their birds. Bird of prey impacts on racing pigeons are extremely
low when compared to other factors such as straying, bad weather, domestic cats and collisions.

It's always a thrill to see a bird of prey, especially if it's in your own back garden, but sometimes working
out what it is can be tricky.

The RSPB's Wildlife Enquiries team probably receives more queries about sparrow hawks than any other
species.






Buzzard

Now the commonest and most widespread UK bird of prey. It is quite large with broad, rounded
wings, and a short neck and tail. When gliding and soaring it will often hold its wings in a shallow 'V'
and the tail is fanned. Birds are variable in colour from all dark brown to much paler variations, all
have dark wingtips and a finely barred tail. Their plaintive mewing call could be mistaken for a cat.

Where to see them

Greatest numbers in Scotland, Wales, the Lake District and SW England, but now breeding in every
county of the UK. Found in most habitats particularly woodland, moorland, scrub, pasture, arable, marsh
bog and villages. May even be seen in towns and cities including Glasgow. Look for birds soaring over
wooded hillsides in fine weather, or perched on fence posts and pylons. In some areas they are known as
the tourists” eagle, often being mistaken for this larger bird of prey.

When to see them

Ali year round. Birds soar, display and call most in spring.

What they eat

Small mammals, birds and carrion. And even earthworms and large insects when other prey is in short
supply.

Uhu (The Largest Eagle Owl)

Many good pigeons have fallen victim to one kind of hawk or another which is a frustrating
state of affairs for pigeon fanciers as birds of prey are generally protected. There has been a
population explosion of them especially in Germany with its large forested areas and
complete protection. What is a fancier to do? Many have given up on this hobby altogether
while others let out their birds for exercise only during a few short summer months. How
could the situation ever get this bad? Dees nature not provide a control of the Goshawk's
seemingly unlimited increase in population?






It appears that man is responsible for this imbalance at least in Germany as it was man
who exterminated the Uhu (the largest eagle owl) there, the natural enemy of hawks in
general. While it is true that this bird would also eat pigeons, given a chance, it hunts at
night and is therefore less of a concern for pigeon fanciers than the Goshawk.

28 -
B coshawk breeding pairs
| Sagle Owl Draeding pairs
15 -
10 «
% 4
o 44 -
1E7 1088 1900 1990 1997 1002 1061 1984 1995 1996 1997 1908 1990 2609 2001 2002







It was in 1987 when this Eagle owl was reintroduced into Schleswig-Holstein. As the number

of breeding pairs of this owl increased, the number of Goshawk breeding pairs declined
until a steady state was established in 2001.
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There is an understandable knee jerk reaction after one loses one of one's pigeons, especially
if this pigeon showed promise, but I think that it is wiser to temper this anger and try to
work with rather than against nature. Remember that it was the extermination of the






Eagle owl which caused us racing pigeon fanciers so much grief and I have no doubt that the

extermination of another bird of prey, such as the Goshawk, would be just as short sighted.
Original Article at "Die Brieftaube 121 (2004) Nr. 161 597"

Some of you, especially those living in areas without a population of Uhus, may look at the
above as just a theoretical exercise. However, there is a practical side to it. Fanciers who
already considered giving up this beautiful hobby of flying pigeons decided to play a tape
with the sounds of this Uhu during periods when they let out their birds for exercise.
This resulted in no more losses of pigeons to hawk attacks. If this system would also work in
areas where the Uhu is not normally encountered remains to be seen but it would be worth an
experiment. it works too, just 30 minutes before letting the birds out is a good idea."this can
be down loaded from the internet.

Although I think sparrow hawks will get used to anything especially in winter when food is
scarce.

Some fanciers also reported very good results through painting the underside of the
wing and the side of the body normally covered by the wing with red ink.
This red flashing is thought to confuse the predator with the result that he pursues other prey
in preference. The mechanism with which this is accomplished appears to be similar to the
study reported in "Nature".
Early results regarding the playing of Uhu sounds are in: Uhu sounds are just as
useless as

« the reflective balland the flashing light.

Many fanciers have better results with the firing of warning shots by using blanks.
Oriental Rollers

The Oriental Roller is a breed of fancy pigeon developed over many years of selective
breeding. Oriental Rollers, along with other varieties of domesticated pigeons are all
descendants from the Rock Pigeon.

The key hallmark of the Oriental Roller is its flying style. They show a variety of different
figures in the air, which are single somersaults, double somersaults, rolling (a number of
uncountable somersaults), rotation with open wings, nose dives, sudden change of direction






during flight and very rarely axial turns. Some breeds fly up to 1000 m high, others stay in
the air for several hours.

Oriental Rollers were originally bred to avoid desert falcons and had a more varied
performance. A fancier had these Oriental Rollers and this was his experience.

A batch of theses Oriental Rollers was release with two hawks visible in the distance. The
batch went up and the hawks immediately came in for a visit. The time was now to find out
the truth first hand. It was a couple of sharp shins and they made a pass at the batch but the
Flying Oriental Rollers darted and dived almost to the ground and evaded the hawks. The
hawks made another pass with the same outcome. He was quite pleased. They had
performed just as advertised. | started flying the Flying Oriental Rollers every day and had

a couple of half hearted attempts until the hawks finally just sit and watched. This pair was
evidently migrating because after a week or so of going hungry they moved on. But it is also
written that if a hawk does catch one of your mature Flying Oriental Rollers you didn’t need
it anyway.

Now he fly two flocks at a time. I always release the Flying Oriental Rollers first to
check for hawks and after they trap in I release the second flock in this case
Birmingham’s or Galatis. I have twenty one Flying Oriental Rollers so that if I want to fly
three or four flocks that day I will only release half at a time. The local hawks will not even
attempt io catch the birds now, they just sit off in the distance and watch after so many
frustrating unsuccessful attempts at catching the Flying Oriental Rollers. Hawks are
inteliigent birds and they learn where a meal is will be a good place to come back and look
again. They also learn not to waste vast amounts of energy on fruitless chases.

I think I have found the perfect solution for my predator problems.
He wiil now and forever put up the Flying Oriental Rollers first to train my hawks that
they can’t catch my pigeons. He also believe there is a plus to having the hawks chase my

Flying Oriental Rollers. I feel that since this is what they were bred for that possibly this
will enhance performance.

One word of caution for the first timer with Flying Oriental Rollers. Even though the
mature birds are or should be hawk proof the young birds are venerable. It is the diving,
spinning and spirals that the birds use to evade hawks and until the young develop these traits
they can be caught. Even though I have not lost a bird of any breed since I started this
method, when I get an occasional attack it is really quite amusing watching them make
their tactical evasion iechniques.

He says there is two breeds of Oriental Rollers. One is show type simply named

"Oriental Rolier" and the other is the genuine "Flying Oriental Roller." You will be
best served using the Flying Oriental Roller. keep you entertained as well with their
rolling, spinning, diving etc. This is a true performing roller breed.

If you attempt to try this method yourself, you need to understand that there are the Flying
Oriental Roller.

How a white feather can outfox a falcon

I came across this article a few years ago and I think it worth a mention.

When aerial menace zooms in from behind, the feral pigeon does what a dove's got to do - it
shows the white feather and stands a better chance of getting clean away,

Scientists set out to solve the puzzle of the white patch often found on the rump of the feral
pigeon.






In seven years the researchers recorded 1,485 attacks by five adult peregrine falcons on
flocks of feral. They also observed 309 attacks by juveniles. They made a note of the
plumage of the luckless target.

And they found that whether the peregrines were at the peak of their powers, or still on a
learning curve, the result was the same. Only one dead pigeon in 50 had a set of white
feathers on its rump.

The scientists reasoned that the white patch might be an evolutionary adaptation that helped
its inheritor to live longer and procreate more. Falcons swoop with fearsome speed: the
fastest have been clocked at 157 metres a second - around 320mph.

So they tested the idea by capturing 756 white-rumped and blue-grey pigeons and
swappiig their plumage coloration. They then released the birds again, and monitored
the kiii rate of three particular peregrines.

Those birds who could no longer show the white feather fell victim to peregrine strike as
often as the blue-coloured pigeons, while the newly whitened showed a much increased
ability o survive.

No pigeon can out fly a falcon. They escape by aerobatics. The white patch somehow
distracts the peregrine.

As more falcons begin to cull the pigeons in modern cities, the scientists argue, an
increasing proportion of their prey will start to show the white feather.

Will this be the Pigeon fanciers purple / pink period ?

I know racing pigeons fanciers have dyed their birds with red mark using (sheep dye and food
dye) in a effort to distract the hawks when they a attacking the racing pigeon. The following
article regarding chicken farmers may be worth giving a go.
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Benson Maniaji shows how chicken-keepers dye their chicks blue which appears to protect
them from attack by birds of prey. This farmer innovation was come across by FIPS in
Nigeria and introduced to Kenya farmers






FIPS-Africa is working with the Research Into Use Programme (RIU) to develop methodology to
empower small-holder farmers to put research into use. FIPSAfrica recruits Village-based Advisors
(VBAs) who offer farmers a range of services to assist them increase their crop and livestock
productivity. Farmers pay for their services to ensure sustainability of the approach.

Most farmers have a few indigenous chickens, which are left free to scavenge for food around the
farm. But in the process, young chicks fall prey to hawks and falcons which take up to 100% of
the young chicks within 2 weeks of hatching. VBAs have started to offer farmers a chick dyeing
service, which reduces predation to zero.

Combination with vaccination against Newcastle disease greatly increases farmers’ chicken
populations which can be sold to pay for seeds of improved crop varieties and fertilizers to improve
household food security. VBAs charge farmers KSh 3 for dyeing a chick, which if

it survives to maturity, is worth KSh 300. In assisting farmers to increase their incomes, VBAs also
make a profit — up to KSh 250 (ca. US$3) from dyeing 100 chicks. A WIN-WIN situation!

| ﬁ& »

How's tiis for Easter chicks? Cunning farmers in Tanzania are outwitting hawks by dying
thelr chickens pink and purpie.

Farmers in Tanzania, sick of losing their chickens to hungry hawks, have taken drastic,
if creative action, thanks to an innovative programme funded by UK aid and a little bit
of pink dye.

It all started when farmer Wameiri Mpwanbao, who was losing two chickens a day to
hawi =ttacks, was visited by an advisor from an organization called FIPS-Africa. Over a
two-month period, siie had iost 36 chickens. In a country like Tanzania, where one in
three people iive on less than £7 a month, this is a huge loss. Not only this, but her
chickens were also dving from a deadly bird disease, called Newcastle disease.

The FIPS-Africa advisor tola Wameiri to vaccinate her chickens and use a common
antisaptic called CGentian Violet ic dve them pink or purpie.

"At first I thought it was a joke, but the chicks move about freely within the compound
while the hawk is up in the trees, arnd e has never taken any since I tried it," says
Wameiri.

So far this year, FIPS-Africas advisors have helped over 3,700 farmers to increase the
number of chickens they own through these simple but clever methods. More
chickens mean poor families have more birds to sell, raising money to buy food, or pay
schoo! fees. A mature chicken is worth around £3 and dying and vaccination costs only
10p.

FIPS-Africa is supported by the Research Into Use programme, which is funded by UK
aid from the governments Department for International Development.

Gun clubs and hotels bring holiday makers to Ireland for shooting weekends.

This is a bit of diversion but it is worth bringing it up now.

It has come to the attention of the pigeon fanciers in Ireland that people are shooting racing
pigeons and collecting the rings as trophies and betting among themselves and who gets the
most rings winds the bet.

Of course when the local pigeon fanciers hear this to say they were unhappy is a
understatement. Many fanciers and have come to me in the past and said they have lost







pigeons in short inland races (including myself ) that they should have never lost, these birds
would be 2 and 3 year old birds that have flown from France to Ireland may more that once.
100 dreads of Y birds lost in one short race 100 to 150 miles. We know there is a lot of
pigeon virus around these days but 20 to 30 year ago we did have these high Y B losses.
Fanciers in Europe have the same problem.

But I have come across fanciers who caught a man with a gun shooting racing pigeons 30
year ago. Now with the commercial involvement of hotels in shooting and the owners of guns
shooting racing pigeons for bets it does not need much stretch of the imagination to sayit is
likely that 1000 of birds are being shot every year. If the birds were fielding and gone wild it
would not be to bad but to be shooting batches of racing pigeons on race day heading home is
unforgivable. The cost of keeping the birds ,training and the time looking after them to have
them shot living the race points it’s a joke.

This will never be proven but I think the federations and unions need to take a good look at
this and educate the owners of gun and have stiff penalties in law for anyone who is shooting
racing pigeons.

Previcus Analysis

Studies, carried out independently, concluded that birds of prey are responsible for only

a smali proportion of racing pigeon losses relative to other factors, though losses can be greater for
owners fiving birds in areas with a higher density of peregrines. Authors of these studies
recommencied that efforts should be made to understand the causes of straying and, in particular,
addr2ss the way that racing is organised, in order to reduce the risks of flocks clashing. Even if
legislation were not in place to protect birds of prey, killing or removing even a small number would
not be an appropriate or effective solution. To achieve any noticeable reduction in the number of
pigeons iost io birds of prev would require such a large number of peregrines and sparrow hawks to
be reinoved that it would cause serious declines in their UK populations. It is unlikely that even
killing of rapiors on this scale would make a significant difference to the number of pigeons that
return to lofts each year. Conservation groups agree with the UK Raptor Working Group’s rejection
oi any changes to the legal protection of birds of prey. The working group concluded that there is no
legal prevision for the licensed control of birds of prey to prevent losses of domestic pigeons.

The wav forward

RSPB recognise the genuine concern that some pigeon fanciers have about birds of prey and
we are keen to see efforts made to build on the knowledge gained from the recent research.
Racing pigeons that are reieased into the wild face many hazards, natural and unnatural,
which are accepted by fanciers as risks of the sport. Attempting to overcome these through
breeding, seleciion, training and race technique has been a skilled part of pigeon racing since
it staried in the late 1800s.

The UK Raptor Working Group recommended that greater effort should go into seeking
ways to reduce straying and to reduce the vulnerability of pigeons to predators. In
particuiar, it recommended:

_ Priority should o given to reducing straying during races

Specific research was recommended to establish why large numbers of pigeons appear to
stray. Once this is better understood and addressed, a large proportion of pigeon losses
could be avoided.

Pigeon fanciers use two different systems of husbandry (a natural system and a widowhood
system) to promote a stimulus to return. Research has indicated that pigeons racing on a
naturai
system are more prone to straying and being taken by peregrines than those on the
widowhood system. The group recommended that pigeon racing unions should seriously






consider investigating racing systems in more detail since they have the potential to reduce

igeon losses significantlg. .

ace roites should be optimised to avoid pigeon flocks clashing
It was recommended that the Homing Unions should work together to optimise and, where
necessary, establish new flight corridors to reduce the complex network of routes currently
flown in the UK. These can cause clashing and have the potential to divert pigeons from
their race routes.
Pigeon fanciers could reduce the chance of contact with peregrines by establishing more
liberation sites in eastern Britain to maximise the routes flown in areas with naturally fewer
peregrines.
Race routes in Scotland have already been altered to reduce contact with peregrines.
Considaration should be giver to changing the start of the racing season
The Group suggested postponing the old bird racing season by five weeks to the end of
May to avoid the stari of the peregrines’ breeding season. This suggestion was agreeable to
some of the fanciers who were asked about its feasibility during the research, and was
supported by an article in British Homing World.10 If there are fewer pigeons available to
peregrines at the start of the peregrines’ breeding season, they may rear fewer young, so
reducing the demand for pigeons throughout the rest of the year.

Loft aepect, exarcising and training piaces shoiuld be optimised
The vulrerability of pigeons at the home loft should be investigated by examining the
differences in loft aspect and surrounding habitat in relation to the frequency of attack by
sparrow hawks. Some lofts experience many fewer attacks than others, which can appear
unrelatea to sparrow hawk density.
Training tosses should take place in open countryside and away from wooded areas to
reduce surprise attack by sparrow hawks, which can cause pigeons to scatter when travel
baskets are cpened. Varying the times and starting points of exercise flights also makes
pigeons a less predictable food source for sparrowhawks and peregrines.
Attzinpts shouid e made to recduca raptor attacks at ths loft and during
trafning 2nd rasing
A fuil and thorough investigation of the value of deterrents was recommended by the

roup.
gu'bst;quent irials indicate that wing-transfers and sequins attached to pigeons have little
effect, but there has been little evaluation of deterrents around lofts or of conditioned taste
aversior, which showed some promise in the 1990s.11Fanciers have little guidance to know
which ceterrents may be effective, and the most recent study in Scotlandé found that most
loft owners had done little to try them. Surprisingly, the techniques perceived by fanciers
as the most effective are
deployed by fewer people than techniques regarded as less effective. There remains a real
need to 2valuate the effectiveness of a range of deterrents, particularly mirrors and
reflectors.

Conclusion
I thirk in short sparrow hawks will get used to anything especially in winter time when food is
scarce.

I live in the country side with plenty of sparrow hawks and Perkins hunting about. I have lost 2 to3
pigeons in one day to the sparrow hawks.

| gererally close my loft from the end of August till April /May due to the sparrow hawk attacks.
Mealy ,reds ,blue and blue/ pyds and anything with white goes first to the hawks.

| have found the best time to race the pigeons is between May and July when there is plenty of
yourig wiid life around for the hawks.

But i have put the dying of racing pigeons to the test with some lat breads which | bread for this
purpose. i have dyed them pink and purple with food and some non chemical hair dye. | looked at
sheep dye but found it to oily. May be the sprays might work but I think the feathers will get
damaged and birds are always pruning themselves and may be poisoned by chemicals in dyes.






Started training 16 of them up to 10 miles across fields with 2 loses to date . A Mealy coloured pink
and a blue (purple) which | felt was of low value and may have just got lost.

I do notice that the jack daw when the sun shines on it has a purple shine of it. May be purple is the
colour to use ?

May be purple on the cover flights and pink under the wing may be a combination to use.

A sparrow hawks killed young late bred 8 week old and had no problem plucking the purple
feathers under the wing which I put on it ? Maybe the movement of the wings and the pink flashing
may heip the racing pigeon to survive a hawk attack .

I am quite sure the hawks in Africa are just as hungry as the hawks in Europe.

Only time will tell if the experiment has any positive results. I hope this article gives some hope to
farciers =t their withes end trying to cope with hawk attacks. If there is any other ideas on this subject
out there let the fanciers know.

M Roche PROISRF
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Fair Questions
For The
RSPB

The Charity That Forgot Its Mission

Britain’s millions of bird lovers come in many forms- from city dwellers feeding
ducks in the park to rural heroes doing the backbreaking work of building bird
habitats.

They include many farmers, wildlife volunteers and gamekeepers. These true bird lovers appreciate
all types of birds and want all to flourish. They are also pragmatic. They know that foxes and cats are a
nightmare for birds. They accept that you cannot have vast numbers of both birds of prey and

s. gbirds. They are realistic that humans have been managing nature for thousands of years - and
that there are often difficult choices.

If you have lots of goshawks today, you may have no kestrels tomorrow. Sparrowhawks reduce
sparrow populations - the clue is in the name.

What disturbs many bird lovers is their perception that an organisation that once stood head and
shoulders above the rest in defence of birdlife has gone astray. It's not just that the RSPB recently
relegated its “protecting birds” mission for a soft sell conservation image.

They fear that it has also sold its soul and become a giant fundraising machine where decisions are
made not according to what is good for birds but what will keep the RSPB’s revenues growing. Their
disquiet is that its hoovering up of charitable funds and single-issue campaigning is toxic to bird
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“the RSPB recently relegated its ‘protecting birds’ mission”

Are their concerns valid? This website asks fair questions of the RSPB. Many, while believing that the
charity does much good, will have their own questionsWe are happy to pose them for youWill the
RSPB provide full answers?Or will its activist fringe simply shoot the messenger?

The Observer

“... a charitable organisation drifting away from its principal purpose - to
propagate all species of birds, rather than a chosen few; instead of acting as a
model of evidence-based science, it seems to have turned increasingly into a
lobbying body, more intent on boosting its membership than in propagating
objective research.” magnus Linkiater

T' ~se ideologues tend to avoid hard questions by switching the focus to others. That's not to say that
others shouldn't be challenged. There are tough questions to be asked about wildlife crime - from
well known naturalists who encourage the stealing of eggs through to gamekeepers who persecute
birds of prey.

The Telegraph

Lack of information means many donors are
"too disillusioned to give”

Why We Are Making
A Complaint To The Charity |
Commission |

| Wehave long been concerned that the conservation debate has been dominated by ideology
rather than pragmatism.Single issue campaigns have pushed out a rounded view of how birds
depend on the habitat people create for them along with careful management to stop boom

i and bust cycles when predator and prey numbers become unbalanced.
|

Many bird lovers including Birdwatch Magazine are concerned that campaigning and |
fundraising are being put before habitat creation. |






| At the centre of the debate lies the massive RSPB.It is spending far less on bird habitat than its
supporters expect and is often ineffective at creating conditions for birds to flourish on its
reserves.

We have created this campaign to raise questions which deserve answersWe hope the Charity
Commission, politicians and the media will help ensure that this happens.

Sir lan Botham
Martyn Howat, former Director of Natural England
. Sir Johnny Scott, BBC TV presenter

You Forgot The Birds

...draws together a network of people who are passionate about bird habitat.Some of us are
conservationists or self-confessed birders, some are farmers and landowners, some work full-
time in the countryside while others are volunteers from the cities.

Aregular question we ask is about the effectiveness of the various conservation groups at
helping bird life to thrive. Who actually builds bird habitat?And who is just talk—great at
fundraising but doing little real conservation?

We are going to examine the accounts of the RSPB and all the 47 Wildlife Trusts and get you
the facts.

If you would like to join our germinating group of conservation charity monitors then drop us
. anemail.

:
!‘ @ ideas@youforgotthebirds.com
j (mailto:ideas@youforgotthebirds.com)
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The Wrong Type Of Bird...

Just as Hollywood films are a poor guide to real life, so the RSPB's website is a caricature of the
realities of nature. As a casting agent creates a fantasy image to lure in the box office, so the right
looking bird for the RSPB is a money maker. It's either very beautiful or very cute. Its doe-eyed look
cries out for protection. Ideally there’s a nasty villain to protect it from. In short it has to have Disney
star potential.







Take the hen harrier. It doesn't just have bankable movie star looks but also a back story of
victimisation. So it is the ultimate nice little earner for the RSPB. A baby barn owl can look the part
too. But you don't have to be a bird. The RSPB will use baby seals and red squirrels - so long as they
look adorable.

The wrong type of bird includes chickens (too frumpy), eagle owls (because they eat birds of prey)
and, of course, ugly ducklings.

...For The RSPB Casting Couch

The “right”
type of birds

Only you can rescue this beautiful, vulnerable victim
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A 15-year study of the
diet of urban-nesting

Peregrines

Nick Dixon and Edward }.A. Drewitt

In recent years, Peregrines Falco peregrinus have
appeared in many towns and cities across much
of England (Banks et al. 2003). Some urban sites,
such as St Michael’s Church, Mount Dinham, in
Exeter, have had different Peregrines in residence
for over twenty years. During this time there has
been a growing interest and commitment by indi-
viduals, groups and organisations to observe and
share with the general public the comings and
goings of Peregrines that may be nesting in their
local city centre. The Exeter Peregrines have been

watched by a worldwide audience, following the
installation of a camera to watch the nest by the
wildlife surveillance company, Eco-watch Ltd;
this was in use between 2001 and 2007. They have
also been part of the Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds’ (RSPB) ‘Aren’t Birds Brilliant’ Cam-
paign between 2005 and 2008.

Urban nesting Peregrines provide a unique
opportunity to study different aspects of their lives
and behaviour in close detail, and, in particular,
their diet. When they bring prey back to buildings,







The diet of urban-nesting Peregrines

fallen remains of their prey end up on the ground,
and on the roof and in the gutters (Drewitt & Dixon
2008). This provides an opportunity (not generally
available at traditional cliff nest sites), to regularly
collect prey remains with no disturbance to the
Peregrines, and to discover whether these urban
falcons just eat pigeons (as is often the general
assumption) or take other species of bird as well. N
D has been collecting prey remains since June 1997
at St Michael’s, and has been investigating the diet
of the Peregrines, with the help of E D. This study
covers the period 1997 to 2011, and is the largest
single-site study of prey by Peregrines in the UK.

A brief history of the Peregrines at
St Michael’s Church

Peregrines have been associated with St. Michael
and All Angels Church at Mount Dinham in
Exeter City Centre since July 1988, when a second
summer male first took up residence. He was
joined by an adult female in the spring of 1989
and the pair were often observed hunting over the
city, feeding and perching on the many stone pin-
nacles on the church tower. They continued to
occupy the church throughout the 1990s, and
there were also occasional sightings of other birds.
This behaviour is typical of Peregrines and how
they colonise urban areas over time (the pattern of
urbanisation) (Taranto 2009).

A pair of Ravens Corvus corax had previously
been nesting in tall cedar trees to the west of the
church and, in 1997, built a stick nest on an eight-
een inch wide east-facing ledge at the base of the
spire, about 30 m above ground level. When the
ravens completed the nest, the peregrines ousted
them, laid eggs and successfully reared three
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Figure 1. Prey of Peregrines in Exeter,
1997-2011 (n=3,916).

young, in what was the first record of urban nest-
ing on a man-made structure in Devon.

During the following winter, the lightning
conductor, upon which the ravens had con-
structed their nest, had to be replaced. The stick
nest was in poor condition, having been flattened
by the three juvenile Peregrines during their
development, and subsequently fell apart and
was removed. During the works, it was replaced
by the Devon Birdwatching & Preservation Soci-
ety with a purpose-built shallow tray containing
loose substrate, with sticks wired around the exte-
rior to replicate the original nest. The falcons
immediately took to the new nest tray and in
1998, again fledged three young, and continued to
use this site in the following years.

In 2001, the wildlife surveillance company
Eco-Watch Ltd designed and installed a camera to
film the birds at the nest, enabling all to watch the
developments via the Worldwide Web. The RSPB,
Devon Wildlife Trust and Exeter City Council also
ran guided watches for the public from a tall car
park overlooking St. Michael's Church during
many of the breeding seasons.

In 2008, the camera became obsolete when the
Peregrines opted to use an alternative site on the
southern face. This new site required the falcons
to enter a wide stone trefoil, 2 m above the south-
facing ledge, to access an internally mounted nest
box set within the bell chamber. This nest box had
been installed by DBWPS in 1989, when the pair
first occupied the church, but had never been
investigated or used until 2008. The falcons have
used this south-facing nest site ever since, but can
still be seen perching occasionally on the edge of
the original tray on the east ledge.

The Peregrines at St. Michael’s have bred
every year since 1997, rearing 42 young over the
period, with all but two successfully fledging into
the wild. In 1997, one juvenile came down to the
ground prior to fledging and was taken into care
by a rehabilitator (later reported as released into
the wild), and in 2008, a newly fledged female
became entangled in anti-bird netting on a nearby
roof, damaging its wing and many primary feath-
ers. This bird was also taken into care and is still
in captivity.

Methods

Over the past 15 years, prey remains have been col-
lected at least once a week from the ground
beneath St Michael’s Church by N D. Collections
have also been undertaken from Exeter Cathedral
and another church within the city from 2006, with
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Figure 2. Prey of Peregrines in Exeter,
January-April 1997-2011 (n=1,038).

careful comparisons of dates and species caught,
so that the same individual prey items remains are
not counted twice — sometimes prey may be
plucked at one site and then taken to another site
to be eaten. Since 2009, local residents have been
helping to collect feathers and, also in 2009, an MSc
student from the University of Exeter, Lin Chen Yu,
undertook daily collections for three months as
part of a more detailed study (Chen Yu 2009). This
close scrutiny retrieved dropped or discarded
material, including whole or part carcasses, feath-
ers, heads/skulls, wings, legs, rings and pellets
(Lopez-Lopez et al. 2009; Oro & Tella 1995). Every
autumn, the gutters have been cleared by steeple-
jacks and the remains from this (mainly skulls and
carcases) have been dried and identified. Searching
for remains on the ground requires a thorough
scan close to the church and up to 20 m away to
find feathers that have been blown down paths
and alleys. A wider search (up to 50 m from the
roost/nest site) was carried out after strong winds.

Remains were dried after each collection and
bagged for subsequent analysis. Prey species were
identified from experience and with the help of
reference material (chiefly Jenni & Winkler 1994,
Brown et al. 2003, and a Dutch feather website,
www.michelklemann.nl/verensite/start/index.html.
Occasionally, items were confirmed by compari-
son with museum specimens, either at the Natu-
ral History Museum (Tring) or at Bristol’s City
Museum & Art Gallery. Average weights were
taken from Snow and Perrins (1998).

Some prey is cached by Peregrines and eaten
over a period of time, so that the remains of indi-
vidual items were sometimes found over a

The diet of urban-nesting Peregrines
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Figure 3. Prey of Peregrines in Exeter,
May-August 1997-2011 (n=1,243).

number of days. The minimum number of indi-
vidual prey items was established by checking,
for example, for duplication of the same wing
feathers or legs as well as for feathers from birds
of a different age or sex class. Feather condition
and weather-related damage was important in
assessments of how fresh the remains were.

Results

Since the study began we found the prey remains
of 3,910 individual birds from 102 species. We also
recovered parts from six different mammals of
three species (Appendix 1).

The most important prey type was the Feral
Pigeon Columba livia, comprising 36% of prey by
frequency (Figure 1) and 55% by weight. After
Feral Pigeons, Starlings Sturnus vulgaris (11% by
frequency and 4% by weight), Redwings Turdus
iliecus (5% and 7%) and Blackbirds Turdus merula
(5% and 3%) were the most common prey species
(Figures 1 and 2). Woodpigeons Columba palumbus
(3% and 6%), Teal Anas crecca (3% and 5%) and
Collared Doves Streptopelia decaocto (4% and 5%)
were also important in the diet by weight.

However, diet varied seasonally, and between
May and August Swifts Apus apus were the third
most common prey item (2.5% by frequency; 0.55%
by weight) (Figures 3 & 5). During the winter
months Woodcock Scolopax rusticola became an
important prey item alongside Teal and Woodpi-
geon (Figures 4 & 5). Feral Pigeon was the most
frequent prey species in every month. June saw a
sharp rise in Feral Pigeons, Starlings and Swifts in
the diet, dropping off thereafter. In November
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September-December 1997-2011 (n=1,122),

however, there was a sudden increase in Feral
Pigeons and Redwings in the diet and a modest
increase in Starlings (Figure 5).

Discussion

This is the longest running study at a single site
investigating the diet of Peregrines in the UK, and
reveals fascinating insights into their behaviour
and their prey species, reinforced by other studies
and evidence across Britain and the World (Mebs
2009; Drewitt & Dixon 2008).

The cross-section of prey reflects the species
present in the local habitats, such as the Exe estu-
ary, river, farmland and urban environments.
However, there are also species found in the diet
which are rare in the local environment (as indi-
cated by Tyler (2010) and information from the
County Bird Recorder). The Peregrines are proba-
bly catching prey both locally near the church and
also further afield (Drewitt & Dixon 2008)

The popularity of the Feral Pigeon is consis-
tent with most other studies and shows that they
form an important part of the diet throughout the
year (Lépez-Lopez et al. 2009; Drewitt & Dixon
2008). Whilst pigeons form a significant part of the
diet and are important in the Peregrines’ breeding
performance, it is the other, non-pigeon, prey that
provides some fascinating insights into the behav-
iour of the falcons (L6pez-L6pez et al. 2009).

The evidence on the ground is just a record of
what the Peregrines have brought back to the
church in Exeter, and does not take into account

prey eaten at unknown roosting or feeding sites.
Some remains will also get lost through the
weather, street cleaning, scavengers, and in build-
ing crevices and gutters (Drewitt & Dixon 2008).
Every effort has been made to collect both very
small feathers of passerines and the body feathers
of larger birds. There is, however, likely to be a
bias towards the larger feathers and other remains
of birds being found (Lépez-Lépez et al. 2009).

Nocturnal hunting

This study, supported by evidence from other
sites, helped reveal in 2008 that Peregrines can and
do hunt for food at night (Drewitt and Dixon
2008). The high concentration of artificial lighting
at night in Exeter provides an ideal opportunity
for the falcons to hunt migrating birds flying over
the city after dark. Birds such as Woodcock, Water
Rail Rallus aquaticus and Little Grebe Tachybaptus
ruficollis all migrate under the cover of darkness.
As they fly over urban environments, their pale
underparts reflect the light and show up as they
fly overhead. Redwings, also a nocturnal migrant,
appear in the diet in large numbers in the autumn,
and peak in November (Figure 5) just when the
majority of this species enter Britain for the winter
(Wernham et al. 2002). In place of their traditional
hunting methods of stooping onto prey from
above or behind, Peregrines need only to fly a
short distance up from their perch to grab prey
flying overhead (Mebs 2009; Drewitt & Dixon
2008; Drewitt 2008). In 2004, Nick Dixon observed
the resident female Peregrine leaving the church
after dark and returning with prey, which was
then plucked and eaten. Since the Drewitt & Dixon
2008 paper was published in British Birds, fellow
Peregrine enthusiasts Nick Brown and Nick
Moyes, have used an infra-red camera in Derby to
record one of the Peregrines returning to Derby
Cathedral with a live Woodcock in the middle of
the night (youtube.com/watch?v=rtiWWr3e8-U).

Estuary birds

Perhaps unsurprisingly, wading birds and
seabirds, such as terns, feature extensively in the
diet of the Exeter Peregrines. The close proximity
of the Exe Estuary means that the Peregrines have
a relatively short flight to an abundance of food.
Many of these prey species probably fly over the
city on migration or during short local move-
ments. The Exe Estuary is likely to be used by
both resident and non-resident Peregrines, which
can sometimes be seen flying over, standing on
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Figure 5. Seasonal variation (%) of selected species eaten throughout the year
by Peregrines in Exeter, 1997-2011.

the sand banks or the pylon line that runs across
Exminster marshes, or uniquely, perching on the
M5 motorway bridge (pers. comm. Peter Exley,
RSPB). Some of these may be the “Exeter’ Pere-
grines but without the individuals being colour-
ringed, we cannot be sure. Many species of the
wading birds that inhabit the estuary have been
caught by the Peregrines. Some suddenly appear
in the diet in abundance — for example, in August
and September 2008, the remains of four Sander-
lings Calidris alba were found. These had not pre-
viously been recorded, and have not been since.
Such appearances in the diet often coincide with
the sudden presence of a species moving through
on migration. This happened when huge numbers
of Bar-tailed Godwits Limosa lapponica appeared
on the south coast in April 2011, and subsequently
appeared in the diet of Peregrines in Exeter, Bath
and Bournemouth as identified by ED.

Scarce species

One of the most fascinating insights from this
study is what it tells us about the birds that the
Peregrines are catching. There are the expected
species, from common city birds to estuary
waders, but amongst the long list of prey taken,
there are also surprises. In the past five years,
Corncrakes Crex crex have appeared in the diet,

with at least one being taken each autumn. Turtle
Doves Streptopelia turtur have been found as prey
in the spring and autumn of different years, and
in October 2011, the feathers of a Spotted Crake
Porzana porzana were discovered. These birds are
all very scarce in Devon and are rarely, if ever,
seen by birders in the region. All three species are
nocturnal migrants so it is likely they are taken at
night while migrating overhead (Mebs 2009;
Wernham et al. 2002; Rejt 2001). Corncrakes last
definitely bred in Devon in 1987 (Tyler 2010), but
those travelling south, from Ireland and the West-
ern Isles, may take a route across the south-west
of England before travelling over the English
Channel. The Turtle Doves are often juvenile birds
and may be from areas where there are healthier
populations in England or other parts of Europe.
The Devon population is now very low, probably
comprising fewer than 20 pairs (Tyler 2010). Spot-
ted Crakes come to England from the colder parts
of Europe and the reed beds close to the river Exe
may offer refuge and food or they may just be
passing through the area on migration (Wernham
et al. 2002). Annual Devon totals for this very
secretive species are generally in single figures
(Tyler 2010). Where these species exist in greater
abundance, for example in countries of mainland
Europe such as Poland, they are common prey
species for Peregrines (Mebs 2009; Rejt 2001).
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Figure 6. Annual totals of prey taken by the Exeter Peregrines, 1997-2011.

Ringed birds

During this study, five ringed wild birds have
been recorded, four with British rings and one
from Sweden. In 2000, a Roseate Tern Sierna
dougallii was taken that had been ringed as a
nestling near Dublin four years earlier, and the
following year the Peregrines took an over-win-
tering Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibun-
dus ringed as a nestling in 1998 in Sweden. In
2005, a Greenfinch Chloris chloris was caught a
year after it was ringed 2 ki away in Alphington.
Another Black-headed Gull was taken in January
2008, having been ringed in Bedfordshire three
years previously, and in November 2008, a Star-
ling was taken that had also been ringed locally, in
Alphington, two years earlier.

Quantities of prey

The changes in quantity of prey and the type of
birds eaten throughout the year appear to be
determined by the seasonal abundance of these
species alongside the demand for food required
by the nestlings during the breeding season
(Drewitt 2009). Figure 5 shows a slight rise in the
selected species during March and April, when
many of these species are flocking and leaving the
southwest for the summer (Wernham et al. 2002),
and when the female Peregrine is laying and incu-
bating eggs (Ratcliffe 1993).

There is a broad increase in the quantity of
prey taken in the summer months when the par-
ents have nestlings to feed, and another peak in
the autumn when thrushes and other birds return
for the winter (Wernham et al. 2002). Young Star-
lings leave their nests in May and June and this no
doubt accounts for the peak during these months
when they are easily snatched by the Peregrines
for their own broods (Ferguson-Lees et al. 2011).
The peak in Feral Pigeons taken in the autumn
may be a reflection of how many pigeons are
available after their own breeding success, with
Peregrines taking advantage of this glut and
stocking up on food. Peregrines will store excess
prey in a cache such as a crevice or corner of a flat
roof (Ratcliffe 1993). While it is difficult to prove,
it seems that different individual Peregrines may
have had different food preferences. For example,
one male who was present throughout the last
decade often brought back Swifts. When a new
male arrived in 2005, Swifts become less common
in the diet. Whether this was related to the chang-
ing abundance of Swifts or the difference between
individual Peregrines is unknown. However, it is
common for Peregrines, whilst being opportunis-
tic, to focus their efforts on certain species (L6pez-
Lépez et al. 2009; Ratcliffe 1993).

In the years when brood sizes are high, there
is naturally a greater demand for food. When
there are four nestlings instead of two, in theory
twice as much food for the young would be
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required to feed them (Drewitt 2009). Although it
does not work for every year (e.g., 2001 and 2011),
there is generally a slightly higher peak in prey
found when there are more nestlings than when
there are just one or two. In years when this does
not correlate, weather and collecting effort may be
factors to consider in explaining the amount of
prey found. Direct observations of parental feed-
ing provide a more accurate method for quantify-
ing the amount of food brought to the nestlings
(Lopez-Lopez et al. 2009). The large amount of
prey retrieved in 2009 relates to the daily collec-
tions made over a three month period by a stu-
dent, Lin Chen Yu at the University of Exeter

the Peregrines oni the south
face of 5t Michael’s Church could be had from
above the catscombs, on the opposite side of
| the valley. In the photo, both adults are on
thelr traditional perches, with the female in
the trefoil entrance to the nest, with two
juveniles just visible inside. The male, angd his |

Good views of

shadow, caught in the carly morning sun, is en

the apex of the stone work above. June 2011, |
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(Chen Yu 2009) and strongly suggests that the
amount of prey retrieved is dependent on the

effort and time put in to looking for remains.

Mammals

Mammals are rarely taken and make up less than
0.12% of the diet. However, the skulls of two Noc-
tule Bats Nyctalus noctula have been recovered as
well as remains of Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinen-
sts and Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus. It is not
uncommon for Peregrines to hunt Noctule Bats at
dusk when they are flying high (Macdonald &
Barrett 1993). In Germany, Peregrines take large
numbers of Noctule Bats as they migrate south
(Peter Wegner pers. comm.). How rats and squir-
rels are taken is less certain — they may be caught
on the ground or taken from another predator or
scavenger (Zuberogoitia et al. 2002).

Conclusion

The Exeter Peregrines have provided us with the
largest single site study of the prey of this species
in the UK. The results provide an insight not only
into what the Peregrines themselves are eating
but also into the bird species that are occurring
locally around Exeter. With the collection of prey
continuing, the study will no doubt reveal more
about the Peregrines’ nocturnal hunting habits
and the presence of other prey species moving
through the region.
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Appendix 1. Summary of the number of prey species taken each year by Peregrines in Exeter, 1997-2011.

1997 1998

Wigeon

Gadwall

Teal

Tufted Duck

Quail

Little Grebe

Manx Shearwater
Leach’s Petrel
Sparrowhawk
Kestrel

Water Rail

Spotted Crake
Corncrake

Moorhen

Coot

Oystercatcher
Avocet

Ringed Plover
Golden Plover
Lapwing

Knot

Sanderling

Dunlin

Jack Snipe

Snipe

Woodcock 1
Whimbrel 1
Curlew

Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Greenshank
Redshank
Turnstone
Black-headed Gull 1 1
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Appendix 1, continued 1997 1998
Little Tern

Sandwich Tern

Common Tern

Roseate Tern

Arctic Tern

Feral Pigeon 11 83
Stock Dove

Woodpigeon 1
Collared Dove

Turtle Dove 1
Cuckoo 1
Little Owl

Swift 2
Kingfisher

Green Woodpecker 1
Great Spotted Woodpecker 1
Skylark

Sand Martin

Swallow

House Martin

Meadow Pipit

Grey Wagtail

Pied Wagtail

Dipper

Wren

Dunhock

Robin

Wheatear

Blackbird 3 1
Fieldfare

Song Thrush 2
Redwing

Mistle Thrush

Sedge Warbler

Blackcap
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Chiffchaff / Willow Warbler

Goldcrest
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Appendix 1, continued 1997 1998 1999

Spotted Flycatcher
Blue Tit

Great Tit

Jay

Magpie

Jackdaw 2
Rook

Carrion Crow
Raven

Starling 7 4
House Sparrow
Chaffinch
Brambling
Greenfinch
Goldfinch

Siskin

Linnet

Lesser Redpoll
Bullfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting

Escaped Cagebirds

Cockatiel 1
Budgerigar

Canary

Ring-necked Parakeet (blue)

Unidentified Birds
Unidentified passerine
Unidentified wader

Mammals
Brown Rat
Grey Squirrel
Noctule Bat

Totals 31 94
No of species 10 9
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Appendix 2. Summary of prey species comprising 0.5% of the diet by frequency or above,
taken by Peregrines in Exeter, 1997-2011. Average weights taken from
Snow & Perrins (1998); all measurements of mass in g.

Number of items (%) Unit mass Total biomass (%)

Teal 91 (2.3) 325 29575 (3.8)
Water Rail 18 (0.5) 130 2340 (0.3)
Moorhen 37 (0.9) 330 12210 (1.6)
Golden Plover 54 (1.4) 220 11880 (1.5)
Lapwing 52 (1.3) 230 11960 (1.6)
Dunlin 34 (0.9) 47.5 1615 (0.2)
Snipe 100 (2.6) 110 11000 {(1.4)
Woodcock 52 (1.3) 300 15600 (2.0)
Black-tailed Godwit 28 (0.7) 320 8960 (1.2)
Redshank 21 (0.5) 117.5 2467.5 (0.3)
Black-headed Gull 35 (0.9) 300 10500 (1.4)
Feral Pigeon 1423 (36.3) 300 426900 (55.4)
Woodpigeon 91 (2.3) 449 40859 (5.3)
Collared Dove 146 (3.7) 205 29930 (3.9)
Swift 98 (2.5) 43.5 4263 (0.6)
Great Spotted Woodpecker 42 (1.1) 85 3570 (Q.5)
Skylark 18 (0.5) 38 722 (0.1)
Pied Wagtail 21 (0.5) 21 441 {0.1)
Blackbird 180 (4.6) 102.5 18450 (2.4)
Fieldfare 68 (1.7) 100 6800 (0.9)
Song Thrush 63 (1.6) 82.5 5197.5 (0.7)
Redwing 184 (4.7) 62.5 11500 (1.5)
Magpie 27 (0.7) 227 6129 (0.8)
Jackdaw 26 (0.7) 220 5720 (0.7)
Staring 381 (9.7) 75 28575 (3.7)
House Sparrow 61 (1.6) 31 1891 (0.2)
Chaffinch 68 (1.7) 23.5 1598 (0.2)
Greenfinch 97 (2.5) 28.5 2764.5 (0.4)
Goldfinch 32 (0.8) 16.5 528 (0.1)
Totals 3549 (90.6) 4540.5 713945.5 (92.6%)







