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Dear Mr Vincent

Economics of Pigeon Racing

The attached Computations represent our assessment of the Sports contribution to the UK Economy and a small
contribution to Exports.

The Addendum pages three (3) through seven (7) supports our schedule, page two (2), of our accumulative
annual expenditure by pigeon Fanciers in general.

.We would draw your attention to:-
Page 4
As aresult of holding these events some £150k is distributed in charitable donations annually.
Page 6
Because of the many and varied businesses who service the Sport, we are unable to quantify employee levels
(full time equivalent) and their contribution to the exchequer via NI and PAYE. Similarly, the businesses
contribution via capital gains etc.
We trust this information will be of assistance to you.
Yours Sincerely

olin Clark
On Behalf of Pigeon Racing UK & Ireland
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Addendum 1 and 2
Total Average | Chib HQ
Membership | Annual | Expenditure
Cost
| 42145 £1759 £340
£74.5m £14.4m £88'
Addendum 3
Pigeon Rings Average
Studs Price of
young bird
40 studs
purchased | 40,000 40,000
40,000 X X
life rings £0.30 £350
Annually
£12,000 £2m £2m
Addendum 4
Racing Pigeon
Publications
Paper books
Magazines £1.9m
£1.9m £1.9m
Addendum 5
Shows and
Trade Fairs ,
£14m

Total Direct Contributions £106.8 Milli



Addendum 1

Loft: 28 racing birds, 2 stock pairs. 30 Young Birds

Average annual spend on loft repairs of fixtures and fittings / improvements over winter £ 100.00
Loft winter maintenance (wood stain / PVC cleaner) £ 20.00
Life rings for this season Young Birds £ 10.00
Club fees x 2 £ 30.00
RA fees £ 800
ed fees £ 11.00
Breeding - Nest bowl liners £ 1000
Breeding - Tobacco Stalks £ 500
Breeding - Nest box cardboard liners £ 15.00
Breeding - Numbered clip rings £ 500
Breeding mix feed - Jan to Mar x 4 25kg bags £ 60.00
Breeding - woodchip large bale £ 6.00
Racing mix feed - Apr to Sept x 4 25kg bags £ 7200
Racing Young Bird mix - Apr to Sept x 25kg bags £ 66.00
Racing - Redband & Hormoform feed supplements Apr to Sept £ 30.00 plus
Racing - telephone number leg rings £ 1500
Racing - supplements (performance) £ 50.00
Racing - training costs
(fuel @ £6.85 per 40 miles round trip training 3 x / wk Apr to Aug i.e. 60 trips) £ 415.00
Racing - entry fees (average £18 / wk x 24 races) £ 414.00
Health - supplements - probiotics, vitamins, garlic oil, herb oils etc £ 5000
g icalth - dropping testing pre racing and breeding £ 2500
Health - medication - wormer, cocci, canker 2x/yr £ 60.00
Health - 1x infection per year - vet consult plus antibiotics £ 30.00
Health - pick stones and grit (4/months) £ 4500
Harkers floor treatment and disinfectant £ 1500
Scrapers £ 500
Moulting mix feed x 2 25kg bags Oct/Nov £ 30.00
General purpose mix feed x 1 25kg bag Dec £ 1200
Compulsory Vaccination £ 50.00
Optional Vaccination £ 50.00
Electronic race rings 30 x £1.50 £ 45.00

Annual figure £1,759.00
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Addendum 2
Contribution to Economy by Pigeon Racing UK

To Clubs Pubs 26 weeks Racing Season

Union Clubs Average Spend per Member
Members Over 2 days
£10 x 26 = £260 .

WHPU 117 15 117 x 15 x 260 456,300
SHU 230 11 230x 11 x 260 657,800
NWHU 71 24 71 x 24 x 260 443,040
RPRA 2016 14 2016 x 14 x 260 7,338,240
NEHU 213 20 213 x 20 x 260 1,017,600
THU 136 27 136 x 27 x 260 954,720
10,867.70

Data from Accounts of Union Membership

All Racing Pigeon Clubs are headquartered in Pubs and Clubs and during the racing season, frequent the HQ
despatch race entries and the next day, after the race, attend to produce the race results. We have conservative
assessed the taking of refreshments at £10 per Member per race. During the “off season™ Sept to April memb
hold Club Pigeon Shows, attend Meetings at their HQ, we have again, conservatively estimated these visits as
eight (8), again spending £10 .

42145 Members x £80 = £3.4 million



Al

Addendum 3

There are approx 40 racing studs UK wide, the largest purchase some 15,000 life rings per annum, with the
remainder racing from 2000 rings to 500 rings. The Home Union and Association have reported a total ring
sales to studs at 40,000 rings (please note, studs only breed racing pigeons and mostly do not race).

40,000 rings x 30p £12,000
‘Average sale value £50 x 40,000 £2000,000
£2.1 Million

We have, after consultation estimated export to China and the far East at over £500,000.



M

Addendum 4
Weekly trade papers and “on line” access videos etc

Weekly Papers

British Homing World 85p pw £1 Million
The Racing Pigeon 80p pw £ 66 Million .

Monthly Magazine

The Racing Pigeon and Pictorial £3.95 £ .15 Million
Are now available via ipad, iphone,

Smart phone or tablet devices

The largest market for this service

Is China, Taiwan, Far East and Eastern

Europe

Annuals (world wide distribution)
Squills £6 £ 40 K

B HW Year Book £5 £ 5 K

All weekly, monthly and annuals data have been obtained from audited accounts or circulated figures.

Total Value of Sales £ 1.81 Million



Addendum §
Shows and Trade Fairs
Visitors to show Contribution to local economy
Blackpool “bird of the year” show.
(a huge weekend event) 25,000 £13 Million
.N Ireland 1500 £ 2 Million
Scotland 1500 £ .2 Million
North of England 2500 £ 3 Million
Wales 2 separate shows 2500 £ .3 Million
£14 Million

The contribution to the local economy figures have been gleaned from the Chamber of Trade and the visiting
Britain Organisation. Families tend to travel to the shows and while “Dad” attends the event, “Mam and
Children” shop or visit local attractions Etc.

The figures include :-
. Hotels
Pubs
Taxis
Restaurants
Shopping

Plus the usual plethora of holiday weekend expenditure.
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Addendum 6

The one major area of employment and revenue that cannot be enumerated is that of the firms and companies
that service the sport:-

Requisite Companies .
Pharmaceuticals (Vaccine and medicines)

Electronics (race clocks and chip rings)

Race Transportation

Channel Ferries (overseas races)

Farmers (growing corn and seed)

Com Chandlers (corn distribution)

Paper and woodchip mills

Couriers (repatriation of lost pigeons)

Veterinary services (health and welfare)

Wood products (specific to pigeon lofts)

Mechanical clocks (sale repair and servicing)

Homeopathic tonics

Lime kilns (lime used to clean lofts)

Grit, Pick Stone, Rock Salt (pigeon digestion aids)

Aluminium fabricators (that manufacture race panniers)

Wicker basket manufacturer

Plastic products .

The above is a sample of the businesses that service our sport and make a contribution to the exchequer in th
form of taxation (PAYE), National insurance and capital gains.
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Key Issues

\, BASC

The Cutish Association for Shooting & Conservaticn

Key Issues

Law Commission to look at wildlife law

31 August 2011

What's it all about?

The Law Commission published a briefing on its eleventh programme of iaw reform. Each - =
area of law being examined has been identified as being flawed and at risk of creating .
confusion and injustice. The Commission has included wildlife law In England and Wales as

an area that needs to be looked at and it will review the Wildlife and Countryside Act and "*m".;%a:

many of the other statutes which predate it. ™

BASC, as a major stakehoider in wildife law, will be making recommendations to the Law b
Commission during its scoping process. Inddngso,ﬂASCwmbeabletocallonhsetpeﬁenmdrepresenﬁngstmlng
interests in the Jead up to the recent changes to wikditfe faw in Scotland and Northem Ireland.

[

What's in the briefing?
The Law Commission has published a 42-page briefing on all the areas of law being
examined. Wildiife law is covered on pages 21-22 and a summary of that is as follows:

» Law reform in the area of wildlife law would seek to provide a modernised and
simplified framework, with an appropriate balance between primary and secondary
legislation, and guidance. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 in particular has
become so amended as to be difficult for the non-lawyer to use.

* Wildiife law touches on considerable economic interests, and therefore inefficency in its operation can have
widespread economic impacts. Sporting shooting contributed about £1.6 billion to the UK economy and supported

the equivalent of 70,000 full time jobs in 2006.

» If there are significant inefficiencies in the means by which some animais are protected, they would have important
impacts. A better system of licensing in relation to wildlife would be likely to result In administrative savings for
Natural England. The annual budget for these services is currently £3 mitlion. Filling in applications for licences is
expensively time consuming for farmers and members of the public.

Qick here to download the Law Commission briefing

What happens next?

After an initial intemal scoping process the Law Commission will produce a consultation paper
in the second half of 2012, BASC, as a major stakehoider in wildlife law, will be making
recommendations to the Law Commission during this process

After analysing the results and coming to condusions on the way forward, the Commission
will share the results with Defra with a view to reviewing the future development of the
7

project in March or April 2013, - ; & addd ;;_'
If both Commission and Government agree at that paint that the project should continue, the Law Commission will aim to

produce 2 final report, with a draft bill, by mid-2014. However, if, at the review, either party decides that the project
shouid not continue, the Law Commission will produce a narrative report of their condusions in about May 2013,

FIND OUT MORE

What is the Law Commission?

The Law Commission is the statutory Independent body created by the Law Commissions Act 1965 to keep the law under
review and to recommend reform where it is needed. The aim of the Commission Is to ensure that the law is:

o fair
s modemn
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Key Issues

= simple, and
« as cost-effective as possible.

Click here to find out more about the Law Commission

Go to Key Issues
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Horst Menzel
FCI Vice President

Based on the discussions in the FCI European Commission, | am compiling the fol-
lowing concept for an initiative for the European Commission and the European Par-
liament concerning protective measures for carrier pigeons against loss to birds of

prey.
I. Current situation
1. Loss of carrier pigeons to birds of prey

Since 1979, birds of prey have been protected within Europe all year round. Hunting
birds of prey is only permitted in exceptional cases. This situation has led to the
numbers of birds of prey dramatically increasing. Particularly the natural enemies of
the carrier pigeon (peregrine falcons, hawks and female sparmowhawks) exist in high
numbers and are largely no longer threatened by extinction (the hawk, for example,
has not been on the "red list" of threatened bird species in Germany since 1996). The
resulting major increase in the numbers of birds of prey is leading to increasing num-
bers of carrier pigeons falling victim to birds of prey.

A survey in the year 1996 already showed that more than 300,000 carrier pigeons fall
victim to birds of prey in Germany each year. We can assume that the number of car-
rier pigeon losses due to birds of prey has increased to almost 500,000 each year in
the meantime. In Germany, this means that approximately 1,000 pigeon fanciers give
up carrier pigeon sport every year because they can no longer perform the sport sat-
isfactorily as a result of losses caused by birds of prey.

| am aware that similar losses of carrier pigeons to birds of prey can be established in
other European countries (particularly in Austria, Switzerland, Poland, Great Britain

and in Denmark).

The dramatic increase in birds of prey and the loss of carrier pigeons it causes, which
then leads to a reduction in numbers of carrier pigeon breeders, requires an initiative
from the FCI European Commission towards European institutions. This should give
carrier pigeons better protection against loss due to birds of prey.

il. Legal situation

a. Laws in the European Community

The directive of the council from 02.04.1979 on the conservation of wild bird species
(79/409/EEC), extract L 103 from 25.04.1979, page 1, regulates the conditions for
intended conservation of all wild species of birds in the European region of member
states (article 1) and the hunting laws that can be regulated by the member states
under certain stipulations. Directive 79/409/EEC was replaced after several signifi-
cant changes by directive 2009/147/EEC of the European Parliament and the Council
from 30.11.2009. The following analysis of the legal situation is based on the guide-

line from 30.11.2009.



According to article 5 of the new guideline, the member states are, as before, obliged
to take the necessary measures to protect all bird species under article 1 - all wild
bird species on the European region. Intentional killing or trapping, irrespective of the
method used, is principally forbidden (art. 5a of the guideline). According to article 7,
the species listed in appendix I are exceptions. These may be hunted. This list does
not include the hawk, peregrine falcon and female sparrowhawk. The question of
hunting is addressed in article 8 sec. 1a. The member states can deviate from article
5 *if there are no other satisfactory solutions” due to the following reasons:

— In the interests of health and public safety,

- in the interests of aviation safety,

to avoid significant damages to cultures, livestock, forests, fishing areas and wa-
ters,

- to protect the piant and animal world.

Furthermore, the member states are given permission under article 9 (1) c,

" ..] to allow selective trapping, keeping and any other reasonable use of certain bird
species in small numbers.”

For the deviations statéd, the following information must be provided according to
article 9 (2);

a. which bird species the deviations apply to;
b. the authorised trapping or killing means, equipment and methods;

c. the type of risks and the time and location circumstances under which these devia-
tions can be taken;

d. the authority that is permitted to declare that the necessary conditions are given
and that can decide which means, equipment and methods in which scope can be
applied and by whom;

e. Which controls must be undertaken.

In favour of carrier pigeon protection, the 3™ and 4" bullet points of article 8 (1) a are
taken into consideration:

_ The term "cultures” is, due to the link with other terms, to be defined in the sense
of the Latin word "cultura” meaning "processing”, "care” and "farming". it therefore
refers to landscapes processed for this purpose. Even if breeding and keeping
carrier pigeons is an expression of a certain culture, it cannot be subsumed ex-
clusively under the term "culture” in the 3" bullet point of art. @ (1) a.

- Livestock generally refers to animals, but domesticated, agriculturally used farm
animals are however meant in a narrower and more frequent sense. In Central
Europe, pigs, cows and horses (as large livestock) are primarily understood under

2

uwe



this term. Sheep, goats, poultry and rabbits are small livestock. The term poultry
is often used for birds, but agriculturally used birds in general are not explicitly re-
ferred to as livestock, even if they count as small livestock (definition from
de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vieh). In this sense, pigeons can only count as livestock if
they are kept for meat production (compare www.vieh-
ev.de/rassen/gefluegel.him). Because carrier pigeon breeders and keepers prac-
tice their hobby as a sport in a similar way to horse and dog sport, pigeons are
not livestock in the sense of this directive.

Protection of the “animal world" is then considered. The animal world is to be de-
fined as a synonym in the sense of fauna. The term describes species of wild an-
imals as a whole (www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/natur/0,1518,701271,00html) in a
region, country or continent. The carrier pigeon does move around in nature at
times. However, it remains linked to its home loft due to its sense of orientation.

The carrier pigeon is therefore defined as a pet.

With respect to art. 9 (1) ¢, the EuGH (European Court of Justice) revised its ju-
risdiction in this case C-182/02 in the judgement from 16.10.2003 due to this
regulation. According to the regulation, the member states are permitted to devi-
ate from terms including with respect to hunting. Furthermore, the courts have ac-
knowledged the possibility, especially due to the reason stated in art. 9 sec. 1 ¢ of
the guideline, to deviate from the hunting ban on certain bird species that are not
mentioned in appendix Il of the guideline, to which art. 7 sec. 1 of the guidaline re-
fers. The species stated in appendix | of the guideline are meant, including the
hawk, peregrine falcon and female sparrowhawk. All of this means that hunting
wild birds as a leisure time activity during the times mentioned in art. 7 sec. 4 of
the guideline can be permitted as reasonable use by art. 9 sec. 1 ¢ of the guide-
line (agreement 11 on decision reasons with proof of the previous relevant juris-
diction of the EuGH). The following restrictions do however apply:

A national measure that plans to deviate from art. 7 sec. 1 of the guideline ac-
cording to art. 9 sec. 1 of the guideline does not harmonise with art. 9 sec. 1 of
the guideline, if it does not contain reference that such a deviation is only permit-
ted if there is no other satisfactory solution (consideration 14 of reasons).

With specific reference to hunting, this is only permitted according to art. 9 sec. 1
c,

(i) if there is no other satisfactory solution,
(ii) it is controlled so that it takes place selectively under strictly supervised condi-

tions and

(iii) it only affects certain species of birds in low numbers.

The third condition is not fulfilled if hunting permitted by the deviation does not
guarantee conservation of the affected species at a sufficient level. If this condi-
tion is not fulfilled, the use of birds for leisure hunting cannot be deemed reason-
able and is therefore not permitted in the sense of the 11th justification condition

in the guideline (consideration 17 of reasons).

U'M
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Results of the analysis of EC laws:

According to art. 8 sec. 1 ¢ of the guideline, the European countries could pemit the
hunt on birds of prey with the corresponding implementation of the decisive legisla-
tion according to this guideline. Due to the restrictions, reference is made to the pre-
vious regulations (i) to (jii). It must therefore be guaranteed that hunting takes place
selectively under the strictest supervision and that only a low number of bird species
(the hawk, peregrine falcon and female sparrowhawk in this case) is affected. Con-
servation of the numbers must be guaranteed. However, the member states can reg-
ulate protection more strictly. The described scope for decisions by the member
states of the European Community means that they can allow hunting of the stated
birds of prey in limited numbers or rule it out.

b. National law in Germany

in Germany, the exception options for hunting birds of prey are generally not used.
Only authorisations for the live trapping of birds of prey that are proven to be threat-
ening numbers of carrier pigeons are issued. These authorisations are issued with
major restrictions; there is no legal claim to the issue of such authorisations.

c. Claims to replacement of damages for carrier pigeon attacks in Austria

The administrative courts in Austria made a decision on 20th December 2010 (ID
code: 2007/03/0043) to allow carrier pigeon breeders the right to claim replacement
of damages against state authorities for proven attacks on carrier pigeons by birds of

prey.
d. Legal situations in other EU member states

[ am not aware of the legal and actual conditions in other EU member states and the-
se must be surveyed by the FCI European Commission.



ill. Suggestions for action
1. Survey among national associations

For an initiative submitted to European institutions, it is necessary for the special
conditions in the individual member states to be established first of all. | therefore

make the following suggestions for surveys among national agsociations:
a. The number of carrier pigeons lofts and the carrier pigeons kept in the lofts,
b. The number of carrier pigeons affected by bird of prey attacks each year and

c. The numbers of birds of prey (hawks, peregrine falcon and female sparrowhawks)
in the individual countries (statistics from the ornithological associations should be

consulted).
2. lssuing an overview of the problem

As a basis for an initiative submitted to the European institutions, an extensive over-
view of the problem must be issued. This must be submitted with the written applica-
tions to the European Commission and the responsible European Parliaments com-
mittees. The aim of the applications: to achieve additional exceptions to protect the
numbers of carrier pigeons against the ban on hunting birds of prey.

3. Lobby talks with EU institutions

Talks will be led with the responsible specialists from the European Commission and
the European Parliament committees with respect to reducing the dangers for carrier
pigeons caused by birds of prey and the implementation of additional protection ap-

plied for in writing to protect numbers of carrier pigeons with partial withdrawal of the

hunting ban in favour of birds of prey.

4. Obtain a legal opinion

A legal opinion will be obtained on the possibilities of legally implementing the claim
to protection of carrier pigeon numbers in front of the EuGH.

5. Recommendation for assoclation action

Action recommendations for the national associations will be worked on to implement
further protection measures for carrier pigeons against losses to birds of prey to-
wards national authorities.

Swisttal, 12% March 2011

Horst Menzel
FCI Vice President
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Raptors and Racing Pigeons — Note of meeting
11:00-12:00 Wednesday 22 February 2012
Temple Quay House, Bristol

Attendees

Elaine Kendall — Head of Wild Birds, Zoos and Wildlife Crime Policy — Defra
Tim Andrews — Wild Birds Policy — Defra

Ashiey Smith - Wild Birds Policy - Defra

Mr Stewart Wardrop — General Manager - Royal Pigeon Racing Association.
Mr Jim Hooper - Councillor - Royal Pigeon Racing Association

Mr Lee Fribbens — Owner/editor — Racing Pigeon

Mr Colin Clark — President — Weish Homing Union

Eiaine welcomed the four representatives of the sporthobby of pigeon
racing/fancying to Temple Quay House. Stewart Wardrop thanked Defra for
agreeing to the meeting. He explained this is the first time the major unions of
the pigeon world have been united under a cause in around 20 years.
Together they represent over 42,000 members, as well as the interests of
many more who are not affiliated with the clubs. He has met with Martin
Horwood MP previously, who instigated this meeting by writing to Richard

Benyon's office.

Key aims for the meeting are to explain the concemns of their members
regarding the localised impacts sparrowhawks have on lofts, and to seek
advice on how the steps they might take to effect a change in current policy
and/or regulation to allow for their control. It is a very emotive subject for
many pigeon fanciers, and potentially very costly as top pigeons can fetch up

to £300k.

Mr Wardrop gave a presentation detailing the concemns of members. They
have conducted research that shows the membership of the RPRA is
reducing by 5% per annum, and 70% of those leaving state they are doing so
due in part or entirety to predation from sparrowhawks. The sport is widely
enjoyed and of historical importance, and they estimate it contributes
approximately £125m per year to the UK economy.

The unions will shortly be commencing a publicity drive and lobbying
movement to raise the profile of the sport and gain support for controlling
sparrowhawks around lofts where particular problems are occurring. This will
culminate with the submission of a 100k signature petition towards the end of
2012, which they hope will lead to a debate in Parfiament.

They propose to launch a series of test applications for licences, which they
expect to be rejected on the grounds that captive pigeons are not defined as
livestock within the scope of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1881. A very
wide range of deterrents have been tried and found to be ineffective in the

long term as the birds learn to overcome them.

Pigeon fanciers accept that there will always be a certain natural level of
predation, but they consider the sparrowhawk population increase seen in the
past 10-20 years to be unsustainable considering the apparent decreases in
songbirds, as it means an increased reliance on captive pigeons.

MUY



7 Defra indicated that the approach taken by the unions is realistic and
encouraging. Tim suggested that they should focus their message on one or
two key issues that are central to their cause and not touch upon side issues.
In addition, they need to ensure their science is robust and peer reviewable,
and not based on anecdotal accounts. They should also ensure they have
sound evidence of deterrents that have been tried.

8. One approach may be to investigate why pigeons are not considered
livestock under section 27 of the 1981 Act, and then make a case for this to
be changed if they believe there are grounds for it. Mr Clark said that for
veterinary medicine purposes and for transportation purposes pigeons are
classed as livestock.

9. The Law Commission’s review of the 1981 Act is due to report in 2013, and
will likely lead to a consultation, although the timetable for this is not yet

known.

10. If pigeons were to be classed as livestock, pigeon fanciers will then need to
be able to prove ‘serious damage' i.e. that local sparrowhawks are causing a
loss of pigeons above the normal accepted level to the extent that it is having
an impact on their ability to continue.

11. The UK government has not traditionally compensated for the impacts of
protected wildlife on others, unlike some other Member States. The re-
introduction of white-tailed eagles in Scotland examined this issue.

12. If consistency across the UK is preferred, the unions will need to agree
changes with each administration separately as nature conservation is a
devoived matter. Defra advised talking to the Welsh and Scottish

governments as early as possible.

13. Defra agreed to make the Minister aware of the concerns raised by the unions
during an upcoming meeting. They are aligned with similar concems ralsed
by the National Gamekeepers Organisation regarding impacts of buzzards on
pheasant poults, and is related to an ongoing review of cormorant policy.

MY



Date: 18 April 2012

Our ref:

Your ref:

Mr Stuart Wardrop

General Manager Natural England

The Royal Pigeon Racing Association Mall Hub Block B,

Rodangs o s

Ths Reddings '

Near Cheltenham T 07887 823728

Gbumhire E'n.n:

GL51 6RN mattheydon@natural
england.org. uk

Dear Mr Wardrop

WML A0S Licence Information / Guidance

Thank you for your recent letter (dated 3 April) raquesting a meeting with Natural England to
discuss predation of racing pigeons by birds of prey. We would be very happy to meet to discuss
this topic with you.

You will be aware from your discussions with Defra that at present the government consider that
“there Is no legal provision in the UK for the killing of raptors which take liberated racing pigeons”
(see Report of the UK Raptor Working Group, 2000; especially pages 5 and 63). Natural England
is, therefore, unable to consider any application for a licence to control wild birds, inciuding raptors,
to profect racing pigeons, and it follows neither can we provide you with the specific advice that
you are seeking on applying for a licence. We would be pleased, however, to discuss the general
principles of licensing and the range of lawful measures that may be employed to reduce predation
of racing pigeons.

Given the renewed interest in this issue, Natural England Is also in discussions with Defra on this
matter.

If you let me have a selection of suitable dates in May and | can then check our availability. in
terms of location, it would help us to meet near a raiiway station. We have offices at a number of
locations around the country, including Bristol, Reading and in London that are relatively
convenient for travel, if your office is not. As well as myself, | would expect to be accompanied by
Nigel Shelton (senior specialist for wild bird regulation). | have mentioned the proposed meeting to
Tim Andrews at Defra and he has offered to attend if that would be helpful to the discussions.

| look forward to hearing from you,

Clatdl ol

Dr Matt Heydon
Principal Specialist —~ Species Regulation
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Thursday 24™ May 2012

CAA Birdstrike meeting — Birmingham Airport.

Attendee’s — Claire Mills; Stewart Wardrop.

A copy of the full presentation slides will be emailed around when we receive them.
1/. Bird strike summary.

20 Year record and key milestones!
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2011 - Total bird strike reports are up 9% (on 2010 figures) and total confirmed
strikes are up 7% {on 2010) figures. A lot of this increase is put down to improved

reporting by airlines.

Number of confirmed strikes for 2010 was 1529.
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MOR (reports where damage occurs or the flight having to be curtailed/changed)
were 80. This is 38% higher than 2010 reported figure — and mainly relate to swift

populations after the strange weather patterns we had last year. Airline policy varies
from airline to airline — it was reported that one line automatically returns to base if

a bird strike is reported — if the destination airport has no maintenance facility

agreement.

To account for the increased number of aircraft movements an average per 10,000

movements is used.

CAA UK BIRDSTRIKE STATISTICS -NO. OF CONFIRMED BIRDSTRIKES COMPARED WITH
NO. OF CONFIRMED BIRDS TRIKES PER 10,000 AIRCRAFT TRANSPORT MOVEMENTS

(ATMs) BY YEARS 2007-2011
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The UK is very good at bird strike prevention at airfields - the results in Europe vary
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considerably! Basically the further south and East you go the standard declines — so
much that in some cases there is no active bird strike prevention at some small

regional airports in parts of Italy/Spain/Portugal/Poland for example!
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2/. Racing Pigeon bird strikes!

Racing Pigeon MOR'’s were 3 — this is much higher than previous years.
The CAA are worried about this!

Stansted Airport highlighted the issue with the NEHU event last year — apparently
there were two other “events” with confirmed racing pigeon strikes — neither of
which we have any details of. CAA/Stansted will forward details so they can be
circulated.

They did raise the recent events in Eire where 4-5 years ago such was the Aviation
concern that the Eire version of the CAA simply banned all East Coast liberations in
EIRE — a restriction that still stands today we believe.

We need to “nip this in the bud” and to start a dialog going offered to broker a
meeting between the five UK pigeon unions and the CAA. We will raise this at the
Raptor Alliance meeting on the 30" May and agree a suitable date and venue.

3/. Bird strike species analysis.

The vast majority of birdstrike are DNA sampled to ensure correct species
identification — the resultant data is the assessed based on risk and corrective
actions put in place. Rolls Royce DNA check every sample when a bird strike occurs
during engine testing — each test cost over £200.

It goes without saying that the bigger the bird species there more of a threat is
posed to aircraft — pigeons fall in the middle of the range.
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4/. Cost of a bird strike — WIZZ air project.

WIZZair are a small low cost airline flying 35 Airbus A320 aircraft to 70+ destinations.
They commissioned a study to investigate the cost of each bird strike to find out
what it was costing.

In the survey lasting one year the resuits were —

228 non damaging bird strikes — and each event was calculated to cost £15,000 so
this totalled = £3,420,000.

22 damaging air strikes — each one costing £151,000 so this totalled £3,322,000

The total cost to the airline was £6,742,000

As a result of these costs the airline appointed FERA to visit and work with various
European airports — the initial findings ranged from having no equipment; no habitat
controls; having equipment but not knowing how to work; it through to having some
basics in place. The UK FERA team then worked with the European airports.

Results were a 28% reduction in bird strikes saving the airline over £500,000 a year —
needless to say the work is continuing and being extended from the initial 10
airports to a further 30 airports. The project cost £100,000 so huge savings were
achieved in a very short space of time — and also makes air travel just that little bit
safer!

5/. Off aerodrome bird management.

UK airports operate a 13km zone of responsibility where they simple identify areas
within this zone that may support large bird populations. The example stated was
Birmingham airport which has categorized the risks according to size and distance.

The major ones affecting Birmingham were

Land Rover (gulls roosting on the flat roof of the paint shop); NEC woodlands (large
wood pigeon population); Local landfill site (gulls againl) ; Lake at the NEC.

These four areas are classed as red zones — there are amber and green zones as well
— which offer smaller risk! — Amber zones include such areas as golf clubs/council

parks and lakes.

In each case the areas are visited regularly to work with local councils or the
landowners to make sure that all necessary actions are being taken to control bird
populations. The wood pigeon numbers at the NEC have been well controlled
recently since wood pigeon was added to the staff menu at the NEC!
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6/. Airfield Grass Management.

New grasses are being developed and trialled that contain ENDOPHYTES - natural
deterrents to stop bugs/insects and animals eating the grass. If you stop insects and
bugs living in the grass you reduce bird populations and therefore reduce bird
strikes.

7/. Airfield Bird Control ~ Natural England licensing.
Nigel Shelton/Peter Karner — Wildlife Licensing/Enforcement — NE.

Airfield use Class licenses — valid for a year to control bird populations. Bird not listed
on the class licenses can be controlled via individual licenses.

In 2011 — 14 airfields reported findings to Natural England — a summary of which is
that — 2749 birds reported as being killed by airfield bird control staff (plus 1635 rook
nests removed from Mildenhall and Lakenheath).

"8/. Long range acoustic bird scaring devices.
A short video demonstration of acoustic bird scaring equipment was shown.

Apparently a lot of acoustic equipment has been sold into small regional airports in
ltaly (exactly the ones that FERA found out had equipment but didn’t know how to
use it — or had the equipment put was playing American bird scaring noises not a lot
of use for European bird species).

Needless to say much more work is required to prove these expensive pieces of
equipment are effective over a medium or long term.

9/. Historic bird strike fatalities!
ABSTRACT from CAA presentation!
At the 1996 London and 2003 Warsaw meetings of the International Bird Strike

Committee, illustrated Working Papers were presented that provided brief details of
all known fatalities and destroyed aircraft due to bird strikes between 1912 and 2002.

It is now believed that the number of fatal accidents has risen to at least 55 killing
276 people in addition to the destruction of 108 aircraft. The Paper provides brief
details on all the above accidents together with some photographs.

These are as follows:

» Airliners and Executive Jets ~ 16 fatal accidents killing 189, (which includes 7 third
parties on the ground) and destruction of 44 aircraft.

» Aeroplanes 5,700 kg and below — 32 fatal accidents killing 69 and destruction of 56
aircraft.
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* Helicopters - 7 fatal accidents killing 18 people and destruction of 8 helicopters.

Analysis reveals that the major threat to Airliners and Executive jets is engine
ingestion, causing 76% of the accidents, it being noted that nowadays the vast
majority of airliners are twin-engined thus increasing the consequences of a double
engine ingestion.

A high proportion of the losses were early Russian airliners and business jets
operating where bird control measures may be minimal. Gull flocks (Larus sp.) were
the cause of 39% of these accidents. Steadily improved engine ingestion
requirements mitigate the risk but this cannot be applied to earlier engine designs.

General aviation aeroplanes of 5,700 kg and below are not subject to bird impact
requirements, windshield penetration accounting for 54% of the accidents followed by
wing damage at 13%. It is suggested that with the increased speed of kit/homebuilt
aeroplanes giving birds less time to avoid them and often operating at heights where
birds are most prevalent, manufacturers/builders should give serious consideration to

the issue.

Unlike airliners, birds of prey (Accipitriformes) caused 47% of the accidents followed
by pelicans and cormorants (Pelicaniformes) at 21%, most being heavy birds. Some
accidents were the result of pilots attempting to avoid birds.

Similarly helicopters are most at risk from impact with large birds which caused
windshield penetration in 50% of accidents. Faster, quieter helicopters will give birds
less time to avoid them.

Although not a major cause of fatalities, bird strikes are a serious safety and

economic hazard. Bird strike accidents are rare events that can happen out-of-the-
blue, even at airports that may consider they have appropriate measures in place.

Complacency is the enemy of safety.

10/. Date of next meeting —~ May 2013.

Stewart Wardrop
General Manager — RPRA.
25™ May 2012.
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A new flight for The Fancy

Meet Jennie Wood >>
now working with the
Raptor Alliance to help ;

W3

protect the future of our spéit..

Jennie trained as a journalist and runs a public relations business, working with

organisations to get their name and message out to the wider world.
The general public is no longer clued up about pigeon racing.

By telling the sport’s story we can hope to raise awareness and help protect it
from the raptor problem.

It’s a marathon not a sprint, but with your help we stand a much better chance

of making things change for the better.

Jennie aims to keep a steady flow of information to all types of media and use

websites such as Twitter and Facebook to help spread the pigeon racing word.

Each week, Jennie will be asking for your stories and photos.

1 }'4-;»;‘;.3'1 ek ,.h-y-

This week, Jenme s after photos, information and stories to link
wnth The Queen s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in June.

nnivers fw thus Vear '
_What The Fancy did,_to

if you thmk you can ht!p,w p!ease get m touch 1enme@ava1anchemed|a org
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Raptor Alliance in the news From Jennie Wood

As well as asking for your stories-and help, I'llbe
keepmg you up to date w:th how th_e.Ragtor_

!

By raising the profile of pigeon racing, the
Alliance can help to protect the birds and the
sport you love.

8o good news! On Friday 20th April - after some
hard work behind the scenes - pigeon racing got &
8-minute break on snc Radio 2's Simon Mayo
~ Show. Our opportunity to tell over B.8 million

. all about the sport and how to get involved.,

1700 1900 ,‘j.;, _

'*_:* o -;;w,\ R
Once the interview slot was secured, up stood Stewart Wardrop on behalf of the Alliance.
Of course, I didn't tell him quite how many would be listening at first! He did a sterling job,
explaining the joys of pigeon racing live on air, in a concise and calm fashion.
Simon Mayo and his Drivetime show listeners now know why pigeon racing is THE
sport to get into. Playing up the big one loft prizes and royal connections provided great
talking points.

We have since followed up with Simon Mayo and team, to offer them the chance to name

pigeons in this year's RPRA one loft race. We are looking at providing a separate

competition prize for BBC Children in Need. Sally Boazman, better known to Radio 2
7 fans as Sally Traffic, has already been in touch to pickhers. ..

Not only did this national airtime help to promote the sport, CﬂUB@TRY FILE

it has thrown up a number of other media opportunities.

Researchers from ITV’s Daybreak breakfast programme
have been in touch after hearing the interview. They were
really keen to feature the royal lofts at Sandringham this
week - it's quite common for media requests to be last
minute. However on this occasion, it was sadly too last
minute. Despite our hardest efforts, we couldn't get royal
clearance for the date needed. Not to worry, there will be Tn e h 0 d

ERSHEES— Lake District
BBC Countryfile magazine will be visiting the RPRA this S o ein
week. This looks the ideal opportunity to present the hawk
problem - we’ll let you know what comes next.




s

In other Raptor Alliance PR news, Gloria Turnham from Aylesbury United Flying Club
has been in touch, following an article in her local paper about eggs in a peregrine falcon's
nest. I've worked with Gloria to write and distribute a press release which responds to
this article, highlighting the concerns of local fanciers. This story was sent out to local
media and straight away, attracted the attention of BBC Three Counties Radio.

Pleage foel froe to adapt this raptor press rele for mxweiub’s use:

From Bucks to Bath - the RPRA was contacted to provide racing birds for a school
fundraising day race. Once details are finalised, this is something I'll provide local press
support for, to help publicise the event and raise the sport’s profile.

This week I'll also be following up with a BBC4 film maker, who is keen to film a fancier in
the Macolesftield area for a forthcoming documentary.

Many thanks to Stewart Guy in Hampshire for getting in touch, following my request for
Jubilee stories (kindly helped by Claire Mills, president of the RPRA southern region).
Stewart’s previous meeting with HRH The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh may help to
provide a PR opportunity for pigeon racing within a documentary being made by BBC
South. The transmission date for this television programme has since been brought
forward, affecting the features planned. Fingers crossed on this one, but if nothing else,
we’ve made another very useful BBC contact.

As I write this, an email has popped up from the Beamish Museum in County Durham,
inviting the North of England Homing Union to be involved in a period exhibition
showing how North East miners spent their recreational time. This sounds a great PR
opportunity for pigeon racing to me ~ I'll be in touch with Gordon Burten soon to discuss.
The evening exhibitions at Beamish Museum are planned for Friday 18t & Saturday 19t
May (6pm - 9.30pm).

My thanks also to Graham Foster and Jim Emerton for getting in touch with useful
information.

» ‘Esﬁm% ‘-fﬂ%ws.- ? e A ] B
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Raptor Alliance in the news From Jennie Wood

As well as asking for your stories and help, I’ll be keeping
you up to date with how the Raptor Alliance is making the
headlines. Gettmg in the news will help mcrease the sport’s
populanty and draw attentlon to its predation problem.

It’s been another busy and challenging week. Thanks to everyone who has been in touch
with useful pointers, facts, images and contacts.

As mentioned before, the North of England Homing Union will be helping with some
special evening events at Beamish Museum in County Durham on Friday 18 &
Saturday 19% May. I'm working with the museum’s press office to organise some
exposure around this. Thanks to Gordon Burten and David Power for keeping me posted.

\) Pigeon racing should get a good spot in Countryfile magasine soon, following a visit from
a journalist to the RPRA last week. He is keen to highlight fascinating facts about pigeons,
as well as provide information on the various racing bird breeds.

As above, I've had some great information and messages of support sent in over the past
week and wanted to give special thanks to Jim Jenner, John Waters, Gary Burgess,
Owen Vaggers, Jack Curtis and Mick McGrevy, chairman of The National Flying Club
who have armed me with some great pigeon racing contacts, background, facts and
soundbites (always good PR ammunition). Owen kindly sent over these magazine scans,
which I'm hoping to put to good use.

PIGEON RACING
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CORVIATION
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Have you seen the findings from an investigation carried out
by PETA on pigeon racing in the US?

w«mﬁ%ﬁ*ﬂ“%ﬁm .
researcham Ing s i

asscciamon 3 15-month undercover

,: b j Fe de‘d pigeon raein.g a blood sport
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The press office is ready to respond to any public and media enquiries
regarding this issue. We're proud that here in the UK we look after our
birds and animal welfare is & priority - it’s the responsibility of every
fancier to ensure this message is conveyed.

PETA's investigation spanned five US states, documenting mass casualties

of birds during races and training and highlights the widespread killing of
unwanted birds and training methods it describes as abusive. Please

watch this film: http://bit.ly/PETAinvestigationUS

We need to be proactive and helpful with any public or media enquiries.
Adopting an emotional, defensive or rude stance will escalate the

problem. Given the scale of the US investigation by PETA, fanciers need to

be mindful that similar undercover operations could be underway here.

U
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Raptor Alliance in the news From Jennie Wood

Thanks for all of your contributed Jubilee stories, photos
and useful references. I really do appreciate these
responses to requests for information - having your
support makes getting on with the job in hand.much easier.

No doubt you'll have seen or heard about last Sunday’s Countryfile episode which made a
negative reference to pigeon racing. It is still available to watch on BBC iPlayer, until this
weekend: http://bbec.in/countryfilel 3may - scan to 51.04 for the feature on raptors.

How the Raptor Alliance and press office has responded to the programme:

1. Issued a formal, written complaint from the RPRA.

2. Contacted Mark Rowe (contributing editor, BBC Countryfile magazine) - who visited
the RPRA for an article to be published in August. He is also trying to help direct our
concerns - and is a useful man on the inside.

3. Spoken with BBC Countryfile’s programme editor - who admits concerns over viewer
responses - and working with the team to try and secure a feature on pigeon racing.

4. We have also sent an email to the editor on behalf of all the pigeon racing unions,
explaining why the comments made in the programme are so wrong and highlighting
the posit.'n_r_e a.spect;s of the sport.

. After a lot of persuasion, BBC producers on The One S8how are
' planning to feature the sport in the Jubilee special programme
fon 4t June. The sport’s royal connection certainly helps! We
‘have talked extensively with the show to line up the best
- possible spot. - if this all goes ahead, pigeon racing will feature
just before the official BBC broadcast of the royal celebrations.

here are Never aay guarantees with these opportunities, but if the sport and its history
are fea.tured we'll get some amazing airtime. There’s more organising to be done this
week; I hope to be able to update you very soon. Fingers very firmly crossed.

In other royal connection news, a BBC Radio Gloucestershire presenter heard Stewart
Wardrop on BBC Radio 8 last month and wants to visit the Tewkesbury one loft. His visit
and interviews with Stewart and Jeremy will be aired this Friday.




Raptor Alliance in the news From Jennie Wood

It’s & very busy time in the Raptor Alliance press office,
particularly in the wake of the Countryfile episode which first
aired on Bunday 13%® May. Rest assured we have followed up on
your behalf, to let your voices be heard.

Formal complaints sent to BBC Countryfile, from both the RPRA and the Raptor
Alliance press office have yielded a response from the series producer, who has
explained why the programme featured the content it did.

We have been told that serious consideration is being given to a follow up feature of
pigeon racing on the show ~ and this is what we’re now focusing on. We have let them
know that a more balanced, positive feature on the sport will go a long way in helping
to repair some of the damage we believe has been done... we’ll keep you posted.

In other raptor news, West London fancier George Morris’ story ran in the Fulham
Chronicle last week, explaining why the arrival of eggs in a local peregrine nest wasn’t
good news: http://bit.ly/fulhamchronl 5may >> This story has pricked up the ears of a
researcher on BBC London, who has been persuaded to pitch it as a national coneern to
The Today Programme on Radio 4.

We continue to work with BBC producers on The One Show for its Jubilee special. There
are a number of elements they would like to include in this programme and it’s proving a
very tricky task to organise people and birds in time. Fortunately, we're not good at
taking no for an answer over here, so will continue to try our hardest for a result.

Last week I told you a presenter from BBC Radio Gloucestershire had been in touch.
We've since organised his visit to the Tewkesbury one loft to meet Stewart Wardrop and

the 20 minutes or so of resulting radio coverage is online. The main slots are as follows:
http://bbe.in/rpraoneloftbbeglocsl 7may (scan to 0:42.00 - Steve should be Stewart!)
http://bbe.in/bbeglocs18may (scan to 0:15:08, then 1:43:20.)

Our press photographer Tim Gander visited Beamish Museum in County Durham on
Saturday, to cover the NEHU's Edwardian showcasing of pigeon fancying, as part of the
national Museums a.t Night festival. Here are some of the photos we've sent out to press.

Carapbell of SBunderland a pair experience with a pigeon at Bean a young pigeon by the
of pigeons during a Beamish Museum. Richard fire in the living room of one of
demonstration of historical Wade of the NEHU is dressed the miners’ cottages.

pastimes at Beamigh Mugeum. as a typical minerin 1913,
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Raptor Alliance in the news From Jennie Wood

We have started an online photographic library,
containing professmnal shots taken - by press
photographer Tim Gander (who visited the NEHU
exhibition at Beamish Museum this month). We'll
continue to add photos to this and have arcapged for
all famiers 4o have rights to use t.hese pictures To
take a 1oek, visn; http://oit.ly/timga: ;

pa.ssward:s rpfapress ' i £ |

Thanks this week to Derek Partridge for posting in lots of useful background, Gary Burgess
for the various updates and A Langslow for sending over recent press articles and letters.

We would also like to say a big thank you to all who have helped with our work with The One
Show - particularly to royal loft manager Peter Farrow, and Anne and John Orritt in
Southport. Despite lining everything up for this to happen - including presenters being
booked by the BBC, the royal press office has declined our application for access to the royal
lofts at Sandringham. This means the feature cannot go ahead.

A real shame, but we've made good relationships with this show which will no doubt lead to
other opportunities. We're also working with other national media channels to give the sport
more national media exposure - including ITV Daybreak, which has been back in touch to try
and arrange some coverage of diamond jubilee celebrations involving pigeons.

I also had a long phone call with a researcher on a new series planned for Sky TV, she is now
convinced pigeon racing would work for one of its hour-long programmes. It’s quite early days,
but sometime soon we should hear more on plans for the documentary style show.

The latest raptor stories in regional press include Brian Massey in Rosewell, who emailed
about the issue in his part of Scotland - which is so bad that his father has decided to call time
on pigeon racing. We've issued a press release on Brian’s behalf which has been picked up by
his local paper, the Midlothian Advertiser, and is due to be printed this week.

Geoff Blackhall in Bllesmere Port has also been in touch with his raptor story, which we are
finalising details for and aiming to get over to press in Merseyside this week.

After being lined up with a spot on BBC Radio Nottinghamshire to talk about his local raptor
problem, Phil Creswell should also ses his story run in the Nottingham Post this week.

Finally, for those on Twitter, our @pigeonracinguk account is providing a useful device for
attracting people to the sport - and helping people to report lost or injured birds.

Pageon Racing R L1

@PigeonRacingUK 183 ~wrge
This great Britisk sport is back! Follow us for il things pigeon

rocing - or to find out how to get started. Working to spread the 101 souLovmvs
word

All over tha UK 45 roLLowens

B s o i e = r=rmr—=s e T e T TR T ARTT - e
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Raptor Alliance in the news From Jennie Wood

Can you donate any birds for a liberation planned to
celebrate the start of the London Olympics?

Derek Partridge has agreed with Manchester City Council
and Manchester City FC that a release of pigeons will
take place at the stadium on Friday 27th July :

This-event should attract some great medla aftention, so if
© you can help please getin touch

|

Stewart Wardrop's ITV Daybreak moment of fame arrived last Thursday - take a look at his
round up of his royal jubilee morning in Norfolk. The photos give you a good idea of how well it
all went. Visit http://itv.co/itvdaybreak31lmay2012 to watch the show again and scan
through to 07:28am. The pigeon racing part went down so well that there are now plans for
the sport to have a feature all of its own in the programme sometime soon.

Peter Bryant was in Blackpool last week, helping the BBC put together material for its How
We Won The War programme. The series is due to be aired on BBC2 in S8eptember and will
feature the National Pigeon Service in its final programme, which we think will be shown on
a Friday. We'll update you all when we hear more.

Colin Hill over at Bletchley Park has had a busy week too. Last Thursday he was contacted
by BBC Three Counties Radio, which the following day featured a repatriation story with a
lady in Milton Keynes who found a racing pigeon in her garden. You can listen to this by
visiting http://bbe.in/3countiesjunel and scanning to 0:42:50.

Colin was also visited by a BBC film crew last Friday, who got in touch with the press office
after first speaking with Buckinghamshire-based fancier Ted Bennet. BBC2’s Heir Hunters
follows the work of a firm of probate researchers as they try to find the relatives of people who
have died without leaving a will. Ted is an old friend of the subject of one particular show -
Jean Robinson, whose father was Vic Robinson, a prize-winning fancier. Thanks to Ted, who
has also been filmed, the programme’s producers have decided to include a feature within the
show on the history of pigeon racing. The press office put the show in touch with Colin, who
has been filmed talking about the exhibition at Bletchley Park — and with his own loft. This
episode of Heir Hunters is likely to be aired later this year.

Latest fancier raptor stories in the news include:
Phil Cresswell in the Leicester Mercury: http://bit.ly/nottingham29may2012
Brian Massey in the Midlothian Advertiser: http://bit.ly/midlothianmay2012

The press office has also issued a raptor story on behalf of Geoff Blackhall in Bllesmere Port,
which will hopefully get some press coverage soon.

Billy McCoy in Hammersmith got in touch to tell me about his raptor problem - identical to
George Morris' story, which was written up by the press office and featured in the Fulham
Chronicle last month: http://bit.ly/fulhamchronlS5may

Thanks again to Owen Vaggers for sending in more helpful information.

Finally, another great pigeon racing story - this jubilee article was spotted in Garlisle’s News
& Star: http://bit.ly/carlislejubileel012
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Thanks to all of you who have taken time to get in touch with
your raptor problems - the Raptor Alliance press office has
so far managed to obtain media attention for every story it
has written and issued on the behalf of fanciers. Getting this
media attention helps us better explain the issue to the
public at large - most people are completely unaware of the
sport and its associated problems. All of these regional i
stories really go a long way in helping to present a more
national picture.

If your birds are being attacked by raptors and you would like to highlight the problem, please .
get in touch: jennie@avalanchemedia.org

respective raptor problems last week; I hope to be able to put out some press releases soon, to
draw attention to these.

More fanciers with regional press coverage of their raptor stories:

Phil Creswell in Nottinghamshire - in the Nottingham Evening Post

Geoff Blackhall in Ellesmere Port, who was visited on Monday by a photographer from the
Chester Standard and Ellesmere Port Chronicle - his story will run this week.

T

>>

Did you see last Sunday’s BBC Antigues Roadshow, filmed at
Kensington Palace? It contained a great little plug and historical
reflection on pigeon racing’s royal history - featuring stories about
former manager of the royal lofts, Len Rush. The episods is
available to watch again on BBC iPlayer at
htip://bbe.in/antiquesroadshowlOjune - forward on to
48.32 minutes into the programme,
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Can any of you help trace the history of this book and its
illustrations? >>

The BBC Heir Hunters programme recently mentioned in
this column (featuring Vie Robinson's daughter and-some
background on pigeon racing) would like to feature the front
cover of this book and these Musto images from its contents.
The book was published by the All British Pigeon Racing
Publishing Company, which looks to have been dasaolved

Is this now in operation under another: name‘? Does it have

any connection with the Pigeon Racing Nows and Ga.zel;be‘?

Any information or useful contacts you can provide would be
-‘ really helpful: jennie@avalanchemedia.org

_____ M= SIES b June is proving to be ancther busy month for
L. B the press office. Last week I ran out of time
:.a.nd page space to tell you about this great
piece in the Daily Mirror, pre England's first
‘Buro 2012 game. A bigthank you to ex
‘England captain Gerry ¥Francis for taking the
‘time to speak with the sports journalist and
“provide pigeon racing with a great plug by
- sending a good luck message to England’s
2012 squad (which appears to be working!).
- Read the article in full here:
| http://bit.ly/mirrorl 1june2012

wnﬁammanrlanumeyfor agreeingt.o
represent UK pigeon faneiers in a forthcoming
episode of BBC Countryfile. I've had great
feedback from the programme about their visit to
your loft and the film footage captured. Here 58
post on the countrynle blog with a little -
introduction to the episode, which will air on
Sunday 1% July: hitp://bbe. mlcoumz'vﬁleblog

In other news, Geoff Blackhall's raptor story ran in the Ellesmere
http://bit.ly/ellesmereport13june012 '

Chris Williams in Weymouth has kindly volunteered himself as a case study of how accessible
pigeon racing now is - a story I'm working on putting out to media too.

Thanks to Jim Jenner for taking the time to meet up with me while over here filming and to
Matt Lane, Steve Knight and Owen Elliott for getting in touch about their raptor problems.
Owen Vaggers continues to send in helpful background - thanks once again.
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(2SR April’s pigeon racing slot on Badio 8’: Bimon Hwo lhow has
RADIO yielded anothsr opportunity, focusing on the sport’s history, for a
programme due to air on BBC Radio 4. mwardmhas
already been heavily involved in the recording of this - we'll let you
know once the broadcast date is confirmed.

Here’s another example of a fancier’s raptor story making
the headlines. (Geoff Blackhall in Bllegsmere Port) >>
If you would like to highlight the problem in your area,
pleass get in touch.

This week the press office has issued press stories about the
bird of prey problems encountered by Chris Williams in
Weymouth and Gordon Orr in Eaglesham, East Kilbride.

Last week I had a lovely meeting with the charming Jean Hansell, author of several pigeon
books, received pigeon films to watch from Jim Jenner, and was sent helpful information from
Jack Curtis, Owen Vaggers, Jim Emerton and Glenny (Stephen Glencross). Thanks very
much also to Ted Bennett in Winchrmore Hill, Bncks for the much appreciated letter (forwarded
on by Stewart Wardrop) and to Jack Pickup from Bentham HS for getting in touch about
contributing information to his town council’s website.

Remember to watch Countryfile this Sundsy, with William and
Brian Massey in Bootland in a feature focused on ‘birds of prey
and the various viewpoints on their popula.tions We. very much
hope the programme will provide useful natimaal expos!ure for':
the raptor issue the sport faces - we: understand it intends to put &
forward a balanced argument. Should any. ofyou recéiveany - -
media interest or other follow up enquiries aﬁar the epmode
please let the press office know: jennie@avalanchen
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Well dons toﬂpotﬁnh fasciars nm mmw repz‘esentmg pigeon fano&ers and
their raptor concerns in last Bunday’ apisode of Countryfile (available to watch again online until
this Sunday a.t http ://bit. ly/ ¢ ountryﬁle 15 uly2012).

It's not easy 'being theed with a.n mbervhwer and film crew, particularly when the mbjeet matter is

emotional. But now, the opportuniﬁy for pigeon racing to now be included and considersd in the

na.tiona.l debate about raptors has been created. A reminder to all of you to please record your
yptor issues on the RPRA’s Hawk ‘Wateh, to provide an up-to-da.te log of incidents and a useful
riedia data sourca ‘We need this kind of information to present to media, to backup our story.

We have already besn in touch with the team on Jeremy Vine's BBO Radio & show, to establish
possible scope for follow on national media around the raptorissue, inthe form of a phene

Weymouth fa.ncier Chris Williams was on Wessex M talking about his rapt.or
problem last week - the news story also ran on the radio station’s website;
http://bit.ly/wessexfm30junel012

A similar raptor story written and issued by the press office on behalf of :
Gordon Orr in Eaglesham, Bast Kilbride is also due to run in next week’s Xast Kiliride News."

Thanks to Steve Knight in the West Midlands for emailing over details of his raptor problem -and
encouraging fellow chat T00m users to follow suit.

Last week’s reguest for t;he loan of pigeons for an Olympic release at Manchester City’s stadium
yielded a very kind offer from A Vickers. Please let me know if any more of you can help.

Thanks again to Ted Bennett in Winchmore Hill for sending in further information towards
2 BC 8's .ﬂ'eirmurs show - and for instigating such a great media opportunity for the sporh'

Well done to xcnny Burns for getting in touch about his charity YB online auction
which raised £1,120 for a disabled ¢hildren's home. We look forward to seeing the
press coverage.

Thanks to Tom Williams for wmtmg in with support and following up on a recent
information raqusst Can anyone ¢an help him track down a copy of Vie Robinson’s
My Methods and the Technignes afr.ou-m Racing? If so:
thomas913@btinternet.com

WARTIME Calling Hampshire fanciers >>
FA R M Producers ofm&'s series Victorian and Mmrdhn rnmha.ve been in touch
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The press office is working hard to attract some
'media attention for pigeon racing in the build
up to and during the Olympics. Press material
iis going out to highlight the release of birds at
‘Manehester City Stadium later this month.

'_é hen London last hosted the Olympics in 1948,
,000 homing pigeons were released at
Wembley Stadium to mark the opening of the
games, shown in this original footage:

attp:/ /bit.ly/pigeonolympics48 :

f BHW David @lover gave a 10-minute
. iterview on BBC Coventry &

Warwickshire. We listened to itinthe
Fbress office a.ndthought it made for a great
' informative piece on pigeon racing,
' including helping pointers on what people. .
can do when they find a stray, 8s well as
find out more information on the sport.

[
COVENTRY &
WARWICKSHIRE

>> Stewart Wardrop was sent this link to a; By
| documentary about 14-year-old fancier Joseph Hughes (left) in
" the Merthyr Valley, Wales. Well worth a listen:
“http://bit.ly/dkwilliamsradio

g 'I'hanksaga.into Owen Vaggers andmcmnwforthe

| information supply. And to Martin MQ!' in wom:v

- Manchester from whom we've réceived a kind offer of a pigeon
-loan for the Olympic liberation on 27th July.
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So, what do you love about being a fancier?

Tell us.
To help both promote and protect pigeon racing, a new website is being

built, to represent all fanciers, clubs and unions in the UK and Ireland. -
The intention is that this wﬂl offer a useful point of referexwe far myone

The press office 18 working with $he deeignere behind the B-?RA's m %
website to produce this and would love to hear what you thmk is great
about your sport —~ 8o we can tell everyone else.

Aracinguk.co.uk

Please email in and let us know - whether in just a few wordsora.
paragraph or two. Short and sweet is fine! jennie@avalanchemedia.org

Thanks to Peter Hargreaves for ema.inng tolet the press office
know that last Tuesday, Brian Tattersall, president of the Worth
wmmmmnwaeupeeﬂvtopmmotepigeonmmg
BBC Radio Lancashire. ‘The station's mobile unit arrived at his
loft to record the sound of his widowhood cocks and Brian gave a
brief outline of the hobby of racing pigeons. He also talked about
Aecrmgtonmanmnommsociuy'smwstarberpack, to
help encourage new people into to the sport.

Thanks also to:

Alan Richardson in Cadishead, Manchester for emailing in about his raptor problem. We
hope to get a story out to his regional media very soon.

Jacgueline ana David Malpas for tipping us off on a London birdwatch survey for the
) Cockney Sparrow. This closed last Thursday - more information : rspb.org.uk/sparrowcount

Sharon for calling in from the RP office, who had heard that there could be recorded
peregrine falcens attanke on bat.s in t.he UK. Does anyone have informa.t.ien about this, or
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K, Tell us - what do you love about being a fancier?
_: To help both promote and protect pigeon racing, a new website is being
: built, to represent all fanciers, clubs and unions in the UK and Ireland.

The intention is that this will offer a useful point of reference for anyone
| wanting to learn more about the sport and hopefully then, get invoived!

s Tt would really help to feature some of your comments and opinions on
the website.’ Please email and tell us - in just a few words ora pa.ragraph
or two - why pigaon racing is your thing: Jennie@avalanchemedmorg

Little does he know, Percy the pigeon has been a great
help in sparking more media attention for pigeon racing.
His surprise arrival in Canada rather than Cannock
-earlier this month generated stories on the likes of Sky
Wews and many other national news channels and

. ‘newspapers. Thanks to this, a similar story about a
=—==-== [l pigeon detouring 4,500 miles from France to the

= Bahamas has received a similar level of attention.

Ha.s one of your birds taken an unexpected holide.y this
geason? Get in touch if so.

3 ; : - - = e =
Cannock Or Canada? Racing Pigeon Gets Lost
P g = bz e et m b e T

We’re pleas sar that afte press office issued a raptor story for Geoff Blackhall,
which gained coverage in the Ellesmere Port Pioneer, he now has a regular column about

pigeon racing in the paper. He'll be writing about local issues and items of interest to both
fanciers and non fanciers.

Are you a keen writer and does your local newspapéer have a column on the sport? If not,
why not get in touch with the editor to see if you could become & contributor.

‘_, The press office has received more kind offers of pigeon loans for this Friday’s pigeon release
next to Manchester City’s Etihad Stadium. Thanks to Ryan and his grandfather Ernest
Slater, as well as Andy Wilkinson, All offers have been forwarded to Derek Partridge. A
lot of time has been spent talking to media about this event and we hope it will generate
further positive coverage for pigeon racing.

Pigeon racing’s back on BBC’s Antiques Boadshow! Stewart
Wardrop and Colin Hill, curator of Bletchley Park’s Pigeons in
War exhibition were last week filmed talking about the Dickin
Medals, now housed with the RPRA at The Reddings.

. A BBC Badlio 4 crew has also spent time with Stewart this week,
.recording a programme presented by comedia.n Tim F:t.zHi@am

"Broadcast dates for both of the above are still to be conﬁrmed
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Well done to Derek Partridge and others involved in organising last Friday’s pre Olympic
opening ceremony pigeon release in Manchester. 200 birds were released, including a
royal bird and the footage captured and kindly sent over by Andy Wilkinson:
http://bit.ly/mancityrelease707123

LY
% ehve

~ The press office worked to generate as
. much media attention as possible for
. thig spectacle - given events about to
| start in London that evening]l

aBpE '
MANCHESTER

- The release and its Olympic significance

received national coverage from BBC

. Radfo 5 Live, radio TalkSport, the

¢ http://bit.ly/mirror270712 and Andy

| Crane on BBC Radio Manchester

' (http://bit.ly/bbemanchester?70712
scan to 0:30:00).

Thanks very much again to all of you
. who volunteered time and birds for the
| occasion.

Here’ ar great it igeon racing on the BBC's website, showing both
sides of the sport: http://bit.ly/prizedpigeonsjuly2012

Thank you to Melvyn Bird near Andover for contacting the press office, via the RPRA,
about your recent fundraiser - something we hope to be able to produce some press
J material on.

A reminder to please report your raptor attacks
‘on the RPRA's Hawk Watch online gystem -

| rpra.org/racing-handbook/hawkwatch - to
“help arm the Raptor Alliance with a meaningful
_amount of data on the problem.

Correction: last weelk's column should have included Golin Hill, curator of Bletchley
Park’s Pigeons in War exhibition as working with Stewart Wardrop on a forthcoming
episode of the BBC?s Antigues Roadshow - not WHU’s Colin Clarke.
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Percy the Pigeon’s tale lives on - continuing to attract

| further media attention. This time from the National

. Examinerin the US which got in touch with the press

| office about, Percy’s unexpected 4,500-mile Cannock to
& *Ganada trip.

Ha.s one of your birds taken a ride on a ferry, or ended
\ip somewhere miles from home? If 0, please get in

| Louch with the preas office and let us know your story:
jennie@avalanchemedia.org

' ZLiverpool fanciers keep an eye out for Patrick
Murphy’s Belonging installation at the Walker Art
Ga.l.‘lery which “responds to the uninvited guest”.

’Ba.mshed from city centres and branded a
muisa:nce, pigeons will become a familiar sight at
the art gallery, from 15 September, when around
150 of the brightly coloured guests will adorn the
:_,;extemor of the gallery.

© Patrick Murphy 2012

This week the press office will be issuing a story to local and regional media in

West Yorkshire, highlighting the raptor problems experienced by Harry Reid and

his son in Brighouse. Please remember to get in touch if you are experienemg the
‘J same and would be happy for the press office to write a story on your behalf.

The Raptor Alliance team will also convene at anocther meeting this week, to
discuss activity and plans for moving lobbying forward.

To help us campaign on behalf of fanciers in the UK
and Ireland, please do report your raptor attacks on
the RPRA's Hawk Watch online system -
rpra.org/racing-handbook/hawkwatch - to help
arm the Raptor Alliance with a meaningful amount of
data on the problem.

We need as much information and evidence as
possible to make the scale of the problem clear.
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Elderly South East London fanciers needed: an Irish documentary photographer based in
London is working on a long term project and interested in the hobbies elderly people take part
in to keep themselves active. He is keen to speak and meet with any fanciers in South East
London who may be interested in taking part in this prqject

Please get in touch if you can help: jennie@avalanchemedia.org | 07852 810770

- A director from Channel 4 has been in touch with another documentary idea it’s

Ar ~ nterested in pursuing, so the press office will be following up on this to determine
- ',horw clubs and members can be involved.

Olympic activity continued in the press office last week, with media interest from as far afield as
Japan in the FCI Olympic race liberated from Bovingdon last Saturday. Information about
this event was also given to nationa.l media in the UK in case there were any last minute
opportunities to cover the race.

We just had to share this great story that the press office has been working on this week. This
has now been sent out to a national journalist, with a view to being published, but we wanted to
give you some advance insight into the mystery surrounding the remains of a World War II
carrier pigeon found in & chimney, which had previously been lost in action 70 years ago while
delivering a top secret mesaage over enemy lines.

Code breakers ab Bletchley Pu'k and the Imperial War Museum are now frantically trying to
decipher the deeeasedbird s historic message.

Colin Hill, the RPRA Vohmtaer who looks after Bletchley Park’s permanent ‘Pigeons at War’
exhibition, said: “We have more than 30 messages from WWII carrier pigeons in our exhibition,
but not one is in code.

“The message Mr Martin found must be highly top secret.

“The aluminfum ring found on the bird’s leg tells us it was born in1938 and we know it's an
Allied Forces pigeon because of the red capsule it was carrying - but that’s all we know.”

Using WW11 log books; Colin is now working with a crack team to decode the pigeon’s cigarette
paper sized message.

>> we’ll update you with the media coverage we hope to generate from this story!

This week the press office will also be following up with Mr D Ellis in Merthyr Tyafil, Mid
@Glamorgan and Mike Jones from the Pontypridd Club about their raptor attack stories.

Please do report your raptor attacks on the RPRA's Hawk Watch online
system - rpra. org/ra.c1ng—ha.ndbook/ha.wkwatch tohelp arm the
Raptor Alliance with a meaningful amount of data on the problem.

We need as much information and evidence as possible to niake’ the seale of
the problem clear,
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Last week we gave you some information on the
_story we had been given, surrounding the remains

| of a World War II carrier pigeon found in a chimney
in Surrey. The pigeon was found to have been
tarrying a coded message over enemy lines. With
e hélp of Colin Hill at Bletchley Park, we have
seen working to piece together a story that would
act national media attention -1ast Saturday it.
rated a double-page spread in the Daily
wpress, which you can read-online at:  ©.
pttp://bit.ly/expressl80812

fI'he story continues here:
http://bit.ly/expressherol 80812

Al week 1 post 15 ndon about a documentary being made and was
very pleased to pt ) raight away on Thursday morning from David Melpass,
offering to be contacted. Thanks very much - I passed your name and number-on, -

Thanks also to Billy MoCoy for help with the information request from an Austrian newspaper
wanting t0 run & story about pigeon racing in the UK. Our thanks also 1o George Morris for

Thank you once again to mnn Vaggers for the continued support and information.

Regional raptor story update: thank you Deanis Rlis (for calling me on his birthday!) and
Mike Jones in Wales - for their tiine in explaining their problems with raptors. ‘We dre putting
together a story to issue 10 press about these this weelk.

Last week the Miiddersfiald Ma'followed up on Harry Reld's raptor story, recently
written and 1ssued by the press office: http://bit.ly/huddexamineraugla

. Thanks again to all of you who have taken time to get in touch with your stories - whether they

J are about the raptor problems you face, or other newsworthy items. The Raptor Alliance press
' office continues to use this information to write and issue stories on behalf of fanciers and the
sport to gain the media attention the sport so desperately needs.

Getting the attention from television and radio channels, plus newspapers and online sites helps
us to promote and protect the sport. We of course want to tell the public why it’s such a great
sport with a rich tradition - and let people know that it is under threat. This is something we
need to continue doing - not only to keep telling and reminding peopls, but also to build a
stockpile of media evidence that there is an issue, and it’s a national one.

The Raptor Alliance is working to lobby for changes in legislation, on behalf of all of you, to try
and bring about legislation changes that will help safeguard the future of pigeon racing. This isn’t
a result we can expect to achieve overnight, but we are already making headway. As well a8
keeping the press office informed of your raptor probiems, you can help by using the online Hawk
Watch system - rpra.org/racing-handbook/hawkwatch - 50 we can continue to build a '
powerful bank of evidence. Hawk Watch is available for any pigeon fancier to use - whether or
not an RPRA member.
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The Raptor Alliance press office is here to not only create and issue pigeon racing stories to the
media - but to help when the press decides it has a story it wants to pursue. Last week this was very
much the case: a quick Google search for pigeon racing, Bermuda Triangle will results in a mass of
stories national and regional, all spawned from Darlington fancier Stuart Fawcett's story, printed in
The Northern Echo: hitp:/ /b1t ly/northernecho240812. Once this story was live, the press
phone didn’t stop nor did the RPRA’s or the NEHUs - thanks very much to ﬁewaﬂ'udm
David Higgins and Gordon Burten for worhng with the va.mous,]eumahstswhogot in touch. AR
members of the Raptor Allianue worked bard to provide a more realistic perspestive 6n the Bermuda
Triangle myth and create as much Opportumty as posslble to higblmxb the problem virt.tmuv every «
pigeon | fancier m from raptors ' 5% e )

This story. a]readyhad pot.entia‘l o put pigean racmg in anegahve hght anﬁ' so alot afwork wa.s done
to handle these media enquiries carefully. We used this as ancther opportunity to provide joumslisbs
with aftﬂlerpict\n'eofpigeanmmng explamjngthaa; itisn't uncommonfarbirdsto make a pit stop en
route home - and that there are stmv reporting syatems for the general pubilic to: use. We also went to
great lengths to outline the raptor problem and the possibility of this being one cause of the pigeons’
disappearance. Al of this work and time spent talking to journalists memmat mﬂmofthe res\:dtlng
Bermuda Triangle-themsd swrles ‘also looked at the wider a.spacts Of y

Some of these stories included:

This video news plece on BBC Look North which features
NEHU president Gordon Burten and fancier George Draper:
http://bit. ly/northeastzéoa 1 2

Stewart w.ram wa.sonm 8 I.ive last Friday night, on
the Stephen Nolan show for nearly B minutes. He explained
the reality behind the Bermuda Triangle myth - that plgeons
get lost for planty of reasons, h@ﬁghtmg the growing -
numbers of raptors in the skies - and that the young birds,
being fa.:rly experienced. would scatter widely. He also
hlghlighted the stmy recovery system in place - explaining
that anyone can report & lost bird. Stewart went onto e—
explain that & return rate of more than 90% of PIgeoNs i the frsa ot s s ergaeoss o e Targe 10 o
norm for a race. 'You can listén again at Whore 1 73 nrngpacon e cpe 1 s, o Yot W 4 £ ek o
http://bit. 1y/rad105240812 (atO 56:30) - this interview N 1
wa.se.lsolined up for news bulleting on msmm4.

Angther such opporbumtv was created in The Daily
rdeynphby the press office, which worked mth the
journalist behind this story, to ensure he was bett.er informed
on what was manyhappenmg Thé result was a more
rounded story than erlgina:lly intended:

http://bit. ly/dta 508 12 :

mmtmmwwasalsoconmcted,bym
Newoastle for a live ea.rly moming interview earlier this
week,

Finally, thanks to Derek Partridge for alerting the press office to Manchester E ning News
story about feral pigeons - we'll do our best to instigate a positive response story, offering the. other
side to the 'rats of the sky' opinion.
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We've arranged for Mike Bushell, the BBC Breakfast
| News sports presenter, to have a go at pigeon racing
‘next month. We'll keep you posted with how this one

| plays out, but it stands to provide another massive

- ational opportunity to promote the sport.

%e also continue to work with the me
journalist behind the WWII carrier pigeon with coded
g message story to line up future stories on pigeon

WalesOnling
; a—gg_—f-_-;-n.muu UhSuie Mealsess Classifods  Mitimeds
Officehitsthedesk--this'one_fori‘apﬁorproblems Gt | Sowen W8 e

Quabwds famtar  Go Groen  Haalh Onach Weles  Comtact Ua.

AsTwrite this page, another piece of media
coverage generated by the Raptor Alliance Press

Thankstothehelpﬁ'omﬂennhms,ucreury Plsmmmnv-ponhm =
ofllerthyrnmhﬁsodﬁyanduilaionu, mmfmbrﬂmmm Siaenliewpen 5y
Mofmewmm e TR e et W g aies?
Homing Soclety we put together a story showing
thempastefbirdsofpreyonfanmers in the

Welsh v.nm

After wrn-.ing and igsuing this preas story, we
were conta.ebedby a genior repmr for the South

Pigeen racers in St Wales oay e fenre of fhair

Wales Bcho, Western Matl snd Walekon e o B L
mmmmmmmmmmthmese Valays pageon {aacitrs oy 30 micsuanng eecster of
fanciers. ‘The resulting article has now run in iy G | |
print and online ‘http //bit lylswsepzola T say e g o o P o e

apaTomhanke, perigiwe lacons end goshawka
HpBMING In when SN

Thanks alsotoﬂau at the Mfor helping put Dvme B, ooty o by g Booey
the press-office in touch with Dennis and Mike.

garaen in Merawyr Tyait,

Well done to Linda Hay from Dumsries for her new- founﬂ Sliooésa i Pigecn
attracted some great media attention. See more on ITV: hitp: ://bit, ly/dumfriesaugao 1 2

L A reminder to Liverpool fanciers about Patrick Murphy’s
. Belonging installation at the Walker Art Gallery - which will
feature brightly coloured pigeons - it should be quite a sight.

~ From 15 September around 180 of these pigeons will adorn the
exterior of the gallery. More information online:
http://bit.ly/liverpoolpigeons

& Patrich Mirphy 2012
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From Jennie Wood

Soon to launch, is a new website designed to do the following:

1. Provide information about pigeon racing, for those who know nothing or little about it
2. Provide a lobbying and information aide to the Raptor Alliance's campalgn
3. Represent every pigeon racing union in the UK and Ireland

This website will also contain press releases issued by the Raptor Alliance Press Office and linke
to media coverage it generates — In newspapers, on television, on the radio and online,

_ Here'sa visual reminder of some of the media opportunities the press office has genera,ted since
ril this year, helping to inform the general public about the sport of pigeon racing and, how it
“mmng the impact of soaring bird of prey populations. l l

AFUSIUI T 4 SEIRTe PN IS 8 0OCH Gl
m-ﬂ'ﬁ—-l-
et o in Ryt prmnss oo sly >

pommemvetp— e

Veieasn NN usmige Sunn
Brighouse’s Harry Reid fea
future of pigeon racing afte
birds to predators

e s Do Povitarsai Cacy narnds - fag M 2003 Eaute.

A WES r )

Ak ,g,mnmmlmswmm - Wartime Farm on BBC Two. WWII carrier
will feature a3 part of this eight-episode series. More about the programme can be found
5 o /_/b;t ly/wartimefarmsep2012 - thanks to Colin Hill for the tip off]
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Stewart WardroE

From: Ben Williamson <benw@peta.org.uk>

Sent: 27 March 2013 07:02

To: stewartwardrop@rpra.org

Subject: Urgent request regarding your leadership in the sport of pigeon racing
Dear Mr Wardrop:

I am writing with an urgent request regarding your leadership in the sport of pigeon racing.

An investigation conducted by PETA US into cross-Channel pigeon racing has revealed that tens of
thousands of birds from the United Kingdom perish every year in gruelling, hazardous races across the
English Channel. I have attached an overview of the problems associated with cross-Channel races
uncovered by the PETA US investigators.

Recorded conversations with you and officials at other top pigeon-racing organisations and an analysis of
more than a decade's worth of available club statistics show that, on average, three-quarters of all birds
forced to fly across the treacherous Channel — which can be 150 miles wide at points and is often reached by
the birds only after they have already flown hundreds of miles to the French coast — go missing, almost all

presumed dead.

As I'm sure you well know, there are much higher casualty rates over the Channel than over land because of
high winds, unpredictable weather fronts, disorientation with no reference points on the distant shore, waves
that sweep over birds flying close to the water and the dangers of exhaustion befalling birds who find
themselves with nowhere to set down. PETA US investigators recorded fanciers repeatedly referring to the
Channel as a "graveyard" and a "death knell".

PETA US is releasing its investigation video footage and undercover recordings to the media, but we urge
you to take the lead by coming out against these gratuitously and appallingly cruel cross-Channel races. We
request that the Royal Pigeon Racing Association take the decision to de-certify all Continental

liberation sites.

I can be reached on +44 (0) 20 7837 6327, extension 238, or at MimiB@peta.org.uk.
Very truly yours,
Mimi Bekhechi

Associate Director
PETA UK
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Pigeon Racing Organisations Respond to

PETA Investigation Findings

ARTICLE RATING:
READS: son

BY PR NEWSWIRE
MARCH 27, 2013 02:28 PM EDT

a.j CHELTENHAM, England, March 27, 2013 /PRNewswirs/ —

+R _;::‘F —— Az reprosentatives of pigeon racing within the UK we are

extreme); concerned by findings from PETA's
investiyation into pigeon racing in the UK.

All pigeon racing unions work hard te promote positive animal husbandry.
We are committed to safeguarding racing pigeons' welfare in all aspects of life
- including, but not limited to birds which take part in the sport. We advocate
that all raciny pigeons in the UK are well looked after at all times - and
promote the highest possible standards in training and racing.

We offer advice, carry out regular health checks, campaign for changes in law
to protect our birds and enforce existing welfare guidelines through
education and monitoring. Poar husbandry is frowned upon by fanciers and
not accepted or talerated by any of the racing pigeon unions. Individual acts
of animal cruelty are not exclusive to pigeon racing or sports in which
animals participate. None of the UK homing unions condone acts of cruelty
against pigeons regrettably it remains a societal problem, carried out by an
irresponsible minority.

Racing pigeons offer company, affection, comfort and fun and in the vast
majority of cases, they receive the care and respect they deserve. UK pigeon
fanciers Jove their birds and their birds love racing - pigaons compete and
race naturally every time they are released from their lofts.

Losses do oceur during races for a myrind of differing reasons - wire or other
such hazard strike, predation by raptors and in the past few summers rapidly
changing weather conditions on route. The last few summer's very strange
weather patterns haz resnlted in higher than normal losses when compared to
the historic norma, this being deapits shortened races, the improvemcntsin
wuather forecacting and improved race communications.

Lost racing pigeons can easily be reparted and reunited with their ownor, It
i 3 requirement that every racing bird have a ring with a unique
identification number. The RPRA, for example, has four designated phone
lines for the reporting oflost pig=ons and an established pigeon courisr
network All unions have a similar method of repatriating stray pigeons.

Pigeon racing is a long-standing British tradition. There are about 43,000
fanciers in the UK who race their pigeons from April to September, using the
winter months for breeding and busbandry,

The sport of pigeon racing iz practiced in all areas ofthe UK and the five
unions representing the :port can he contacted should farther information be
required.

Mnrch 2013

This statement is iasued on behalfofthe following Organisations
which represent pigeon racing in the UK:

RPRA - Royal Racing Pigeon Association
WHPU - Welsh Homing Pigeon Union
NWHU - North West Huming Union
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NEHU - North of England Homing Union

For further information please contact the following:

Press Office E Mail for Pigeon Racing UK: pr.pigeon@btconnect.com
The Roynl Racing Pigeon Association

Genera: Manager: Stewart Wardrop
Telephone No. +44(0)1452-713529
EMail: =t veartwarshic pZrpra.ocg

The Welsh Homing Pigeon Union

President: Calin Clark
Telepbone No. +44(0)1443-441010
E Mail; doo.man@talktalk.net

The North East Homing Union

President: Gordon Burten
ielephone No. +44(0)191-2F2-5440
E Mail: Gordon@johnkessonlifting.com

The Scottish Horming Union

Secretary: Linda Brooks
Telephone No. +44(0)1698-768939
E Mail: linda.brooks@shuonline.co.uk

Pigeon Racing UK & Ireland

Secretary: Sharon Ayling
Telcphone Nu, +44(0)2206-843442
E Mail: shazi@btconnect.com
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PETA’s UK pigeon racing investigation

Anyone who picks up the phone, responds to emails or has direct contact with
the public on behalf of pigeon racing should be made aware of this memo.

Background:

PETA's 15-month undercover investigations into pigeon racing in the US and UK
mean we need to be ready for any media and possibly, public enquiries concerning
welfare. The animal rights organisation has branded pigeon racing a blood sport.

PETA's investigation, documenting mass casualties of birds during races and
training and highlights the widespread killing of unwanted birds and training
methods it describes as abusive. The two films should be watched to fully explain
the first is the UK film — the second is the USA film produced by PETA

http://action.peta.org.uk/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=58ea.campaign.id=18689

http://www.peta.org/features/investigation-exposes-pigeon-racing-cruelty-aspx

We need to be proactive and helpful in any instances of public or media enquiry.
Adopting an emotional, defensive or rude stance will escalate the problem.

What to do:
Any enquiries concerning this issue received by a fancier, club or
union should be forwarded immediately to their respective Union.

If you do receive an inquiry of this nature:

- Do not be tempted to engage in conversation — explain that their enquiry is
better handled by the Unions press officer and:

- Ask politely for their name in full

- Ask what it is they want to know

- Ask the name of the publication or media title they are working for

- Ifitis a journalist, ask i?they have a deadline by which they need a response
- Obtain an email address and direct contact number

- Tell them that you will pass on this information straight away and they can
expect contact from the press officer.






