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Over the past six months, Voice has worked closely with
Pigeon Racing UK & Ireland and Raptor Alliance to
implement a compressive PR campaign.

Activity has been varied, including a media push in the
run up to the General Election, in addition to local,
.  regional and national media liaison and social media
management.

. This review document outlines the PR highlights
& throughout the last six months..
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From April 2015, one of the main focuses for Voice was to raise
awareness of the lobbying campaign in the run up to the General
Election. Voice employed a number of different tactics in order to
raise awareness of the campaign.

National media liaison

Voice drafted a lobbying action press release and distributed it to
the national media. Voice secured interview features in The Times
and The Independent and as a result of this initial coverage, the
media picked up the story very quickly which led to features on BBC
Radio 4, BBC Radio 2 and ITV Anglia.

Voice also drafted a fast facts document, outlining the main key
messages of the campaign in addition to a press statement which was
required in case of any back lash as a result of the increased media
attention.

This coverage had a total reach of almost 2.5 million and an

Advertising Equivalent Value of £21,612.
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Online petition

VOolice set up an online petition to coincide with the lobbying
campaign and encouraged people to sign this via social media, forums
and on media materials. The campaign has a total of 1,592 signatures
to date. Moving forward, we would advise to continue to push the
petition across social media to increase signatures further.

‘ Social media
« Voice set up the Twitter profile for Raptor Alliance which was
. % managed throughout the campaign with regular, educational and
- " engaging updates, retweeting relevant updates and following groups,
pigeon fanciers and jounalists.

Twitter followers currently stand at 170 and Voice 1s continuing to
manage this.

Media notice

Voice amended a media notice aimed at pigeon fanciers to educate
them on what to do if the media got in touch with them.
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Pigeon fanciers and
the RSPE wage
battle in the skies
cru&rﬂlreatpnseﬂb}r
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Tha Fapior Alliznce has
Launched a lobby
campaipn seeking

support from prospechve
; parliamertary candidates
for a change to the 1951
TWildlife Act

d Voice liaised with The
Independent regarding a
interview feature with

Stewart Wardrop. This was
published on 3 May.
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Comsarvaticnists have reacted
with disreay to the call from
pigzon fanciers to ks
powers to trap and
probected species of birds of

for the * irg attacks™ on

racing pEgenns Tigean lofts
that kll up to 30 birds 2 monrth.
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Jeff FKnott, head of natare

policy at the REPE, s23d: “The
shoay of car recovering raptor
numbars is 2 fantastc sucrass

taking of birds from their lofs.”

Dave Stuart, 85, 2 pigeco
fancier from Camborme in
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some pigeon fanciers may tale
matters intn their own hands
Ha said: "W are at desparation
stage, and the troubleis
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Uklp chiefs
at war after

their £3.5m
windfall

Voice secured an
interview with The
Times newspaper and
organised for
Stewart Wardrop to

speak to the the pigeon

Ex-England
star tackles

ets tough over
“Med migrants

e
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journalist. This
was published on 13
May.

L

As a result 4 the ‘: 1 1o stop dishing out so many useless treatments

lobbying action
story in The Times

H was featured on the
‘BBC Blogs the
Papers’ pages.
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e Eye-catching headlines
" "Ex-England star tackles RSPB to save the pigeon” - The Times
~ reports onformer England midfielder Gerry Francis's campaign to
allow pigeon fanciers to trap sparrowhawks. Mr Francis, a keen fancier,
says he has lost hundreds of birds to the raptors.
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As a result of the coverage achieved in The Independent and The

Times, members of the media started to contact Stewart Wardrop

- direct. The following further features were secured:

-

r

BBC Radio 4 featured o 2,"
on 13 May -

BBC Radio 2 featured
on 13 May

«
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Voice liaised with
Russell Bradford
regarding his
interview with ITV
Anglia. This was
aired on 13 May.
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As well as the lobbying campaign, Voice has continued to target
regional and local media to raise awareness of the issues faced by
plgeon fanciers in their area.

Voice spoke to a number of pigeon fanciers across the UK and drafted
the following press releases about their stories:

Tom Sherwood (Somerset)

Darren Williams (Shropshire)
Steve Wright (Cornwall)

Joseph Milland (West Midlands)
Fletcher Crellin (Cumbria)
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Voice liaised with the media in these regions and organised
interviews with Steve Wright and Tom Sherwood. Voice continues to
liaise with the media regarding further interview opportunities.
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Diestern MMorning Iews

Western Morning News published

an article regarding Steve
Wright on 4 May.

14 MONDAY MAY 4 2015 WESTERN MORNING NEWS

Morning News Country

- Mole Valley

Farmers

A young pesegrine faicon (i) and  racing pigeon in this composite picture Austrates the confic between birds of prey and valsable — and vunerable — pigeors

Racing pigeons and powerful raptors don’t mix. Now
one South West pigeon fancier is looking for the
evidence of attacks on the valuable pigeons —
Britain’s soaring cathedrals. Philip Bowern reports
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A change in the law could give pigeon fandiers opportunity to ‘manage’ birds of prey

The Alliance lobbies n
i e o
in tection
birds irom predatory raptors. There
area) a,
ciers tn the UK, inciuding HM the
nest boxes of e
xes o o e
ERtiioms ok
istest 2 maj it to ir
Wd‘pwmmmh!é he Peiicrs 1o create what they call
i ety s ko ety of
=3/ which attacked the lock frcing the
o beon consuamed birds o fly into wires, Fi
'ﬁw‘mmmmmﬂs were killed outright. three injured
i Talcons. He
“These humble birds have l“‘;o'w'.'," s ,:;’;"3.}’5:'.:;":; o

served Britain for
generations, in
emergencies and war’
Sive Wright, racng piecn resder

sional racinj
on Bodmin

breeders based
Hoos They sell birds (o
B Rave bt racing pinans hom

e been racing pigeons thera.
selyesfor balf s 5

spnnunshs 50 young pi-
geons, out on a training flight, were
chased by two peregrine falcons

oo 0 Sonmry ablog e
® ntey, mking thers 1o
wu ofunyplgumrugsmul

lowever, Steve has had some suc-
cess with other cathedrals. Derby

‘an acceptable ecological balance’
e Ccommane

sperately tryiny lo
‘make cont uﬂ'nlhlsmnyu
E"""““’"‘““&Tﬁ&"ﬁ
is e it
muwm";'mm discover

mmg pigeons.
Owhers say they form close bonds

with their| the birds affer
o o, ot T
o prgeon fanciers they are pets, as

revision of the 1981 Wildlife Act and
has listened to us, considered our
submission and their revison -
e roponed A cluies .n the
ct ine
‘amendments to

necessary
e o 3o that Endivinal
Rbclore vl besbi m
applications to Natural

and leaving even st Aying racing
unable to
"'m Said: “These

talents and treasured for the foresee-
.lh‘E'u

of
Pgman: UKanr!hndmm
lll‘;glmpm'unl that the tra-

fliers. They are pretty well the o
Snimal o tajoy compiets 1o

- ts them
lmedmmp-ynm;
on their targets from a great
jeiche Teacking Seretiie’ syonds

!hz L'K ms is why it is 50
e cooperation. of other

he us to track i
w‘i‘;‘-h mymwﬁ"m’}g

muke dnhohh
ﬁm»ﬁﬂ,‘f ‘,:E’mm o

ourhlldi slkg\lu\i tradition
for future generati

EJ For more news from the countryside and reaction go to westernmorningnews.co.uk



http://www.pigeonelite.com/

W@estern Gazette

Pigeon fancier fears
rise in raptors could
see sport die out as

wve soon as 2030

By WG StenbanD0 | Boated; May 30,
2015
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The Western Gazette visited
Tom Sherwood on 28 May to
interview and take a
photograph of him.

Tom Sherwaod

A PIGECH fancier from West Camel has
revealzd he has come very closs to
lzaving the sport after a number of his

prize pigeons have fallen victim fo attack.

The article was published
- on 30 May.

Now an online petition has been launched
to call for a change in the law to lend
greater pratection to the pigeons - so far
amassing more than 1,500 signatories.

Tom Shemwood has been racing pigeons
for 40 years and over the past decade has
been disheartened by the increase in the

populations of sparmwbhewks and

peregrine falcons.

He said the hawks start to appear around
mid fdaezh. and the increas= in their
numbers had resulted in attacks in one in
every three tosses. His pigeons are either
badly injured or kill=d.

He has now bagun to train his pigeons
differently to prewent attacks and only
trains them in small groups. He's even
changed training routes, but the attacks
still affect him.

He said: “Last year | seriously began to
g think about leaving the sport as | became
=

disheartenad after having my pigeons

- B

onstantly attacked. When pigeons fly
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back to you injured it can sometimes be
worse than them dying.

"Recently | had a champion pigeon injured
and when he finally found his way back
there were only two feathers left in his tail.
I's heart breaking seeing your animals in
this state on a regular basis.”

Since mowving to Somerset 11 years ago
Mr Sherwood has also seen a decline in
song birds in and around his garden and
he belizves the spamawhaks are the
reasan for this. He has noticed that the
resident 5 5. which nest in the
woadland behind his house are constanthy
flying in and out of their nests, feeding
their young various species of birds.
Befarz he moved to Somerset, he lived in
Buckinghamshire where he had very few
problems with havks.

There are around 42,000 pigeon fanciers
in the UK, and pigeon racing confinues to
b= a popular pastime around the country.
But in r=cent years the future of the sport
has been threatensd and numbers
participating in the hobby has dropped
dramatically.

A5 a result, the number of people involved
with pigeon racing is declining rapidly and
the pastime could be extinet by 2030

One of the motions the lobbying group is
calling for includes amending the law so
that racing pigeons are re-designated as
lvestock. This would allow cwners ta
make applications for licences to prevent
raptors maiming or killing racing pigeons
sround their loft

Lee Eribhins, representative of Pigeon
Racing UK and Ireland, said: "It is
impartant that the tradition of pigeon

racing is kept alive in the UK. This is why it
is 50 important o have the cooperation of
other peoplz, helping us to track any
pigeons which may have gone missing or
are deceased.

"We want to encourage more people to
take up the hobby, whilst lobbying for the
protection of our birds to safeguard the
tradition far future generations.”
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Voice liaised with

Oscar Morse from the

Cornish Guardian
regarding

interviewing Steve

' Wright. An article

was published on 6
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Cathedrals’ help sought
as raptors hit pigeons

By Oscar Morse
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A RACNG pigeon breeder from
Tempie has saried a crusade 1o per
. cathedrals 10 help mgister
deaths from maptor sttacks
Reve t sald b Bad sppealed
1o cathedrals up and down the coun
Lry to seed h;ﬂmmn rings found in
thelr e poregrine  Saboon
ooty but had recnived [tle suppon
%o fur
He and his wile Lesley il w0
fnciers accoss the country Srom
their pig stud on Bodmin Moot
and some of the birds cost thousands
of pounds sach
fanciers can pay a ke of maney
for top pigeons. We have cos hore
which & worth £25 000, and | think
thoy hawe 2 o know if coe of
their birds has Nilled by 2 hawk
but I've found so far that cathedmals
dont want to help ™
Steve Bas been r.u.mljlupnm for
hall » cemtary but recendly decided
to give up raciog afior two perogrine
Laloons a'uu.mn toam of 50 train
Ing baby pigeoas
e birds were Ioroed to Sy ito 2
telepbone wire by the filcons leav-
six dead. including ane takes
a lawk, and thaee injured. He hasat
tmined any pageons since
He explatned: “Over the past fow
wooks, U've been rying o comtact
athedrals scroms (he country. aking

© PIGEON PLEA: Stove Wrgnt sal0 his Stienmpts 10 URce DIgROns Wi ty
peregrnes had recoivod short shys® from most cathedraes.

them 1o make 2 log of am
rings that have heen o
made peregrine boue

"1 foel strongly that the pigecn
fanciers of the docsased pgeons
abould be contacand, which i cne of

pa@eca
5 ab

the perpases of ringing thew mcing
bz "

Thers e around L2000 UK pi

proa Baches but pembers bave

§

lummettad in recenit years, partly to
e 10 the growth in mgtor

Stewe suid the only cathedey] that
bad coopesstnd with him so far
wis Derby

“Mont of those I've comtacted so L
simply dont want to know, but it's
all shout belping my fellow pigeon
fnciers 0 discover w! has
happened 0 thelr missing mcing

. he mid.

Traro Catbedral said akihe per-
T:mn might have nestad m
the past, there was no evidence they
did %0 these days

Sanab King, from the Amociation
of Esglish Cathedmls, sid thare
might be practical  difficulties
in eturming rings 10 Mr Wright

“Yeu, rinm do nest on cathed-
mils, bt I'm Dot aware of many
mnstalliog man made nesting boxes £
she mid “T'm sure most would do
their best to conform 1o Mr Wright's
reguaest, bt the tops of many cathed-
ral ae dificult o sxcoces fox the
purpese of taking pigean rings from 2

's nast,

Lee Fribbiny a n tative of
Pigeon Racing UK and Irdand, said
"I mportast that the wadition of
?g:u: racing is kept alive in the UK

B why ilh w u;uu;.:'m 10 hu;:
the co-opemation of ot ey
belping = o tack amy g
which may have gone missing of are
decpased

"We want to mare
while

yple 15 ke up the }
E;bnm for tho peotection of our
bards to s the tradition for

futisre genecations ™
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< Voice will continue to liaise with the media regarding the lobbylng action.
Some media outlets we are currently following up include:

- Cornwall and Derby local media after selling in Steve Wright’s press release
- Somerset media after selling in Tom Sherwood’s press release

- West Midlands media after selling in Joseph Milland’s press release

- South Shropshire media after selling in Darren Williams’ press release

< Voice will be meeting with Raptor Alliance on Wednesday 8% July, to talk
through next steps.

Looking forward to the remainder of 2015 we
will continue to help raise awareness of
pigeon racing and highlight the issues it

faces from raptor attacks.

We plan to work closely with you and will "‘
| work hard to ensure that this gets the
’éﬁwgp coverage it deserves.
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